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““For I know the plans I For I know the plans I 
have for you,” declares have for you,” declares 
the  LORD, “plans to the  LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.”you hope and a future.”
-Jeremiah 29:11-Jeremiah 29:11



Our letter comes from a young woman who had a career with the UN and made 
bold efforts in Women's Rights movements in areas where women have no rights. 
Her father passed away when she was in 8th grade and along with her 4 sisters 
and brother where given an education through the sacrifices of their loving mother. 
The following excerpt is a portion of her story, and their experience of the Taliban 
taking over her country.

“By the beginning of August Taliban had control of all provinces except our city and a few 
other provinces, we were shocked and terrified about hearing that they are getting close to 
us day by day. On August 14th I went grocery shopping with my mom and we saw a big crowd 
of people gathered outside of Banks trying to get their money out of their accounts, people 
were in a hurry and we knew it was fear driving them. 
The next day we went to our works but my mom didn’t allow my younger siblings to go to 
school, after two hours my supervisor came to the office and told everyone to go home 
immediately because Taliban are about to enter Kabul’s gates, I don’t know how we left the 
office and just ran home, there were no taxi in the streets, the telephone networks didn’t work 
and everyone was just running and crying because most of them had the experience of 
Taliban’s previous regime , the cars crashed into each other and no one knew what will 
happen even in the next minutes. My sister and I reached home after three hours by foot as 
the university was far from us. My younger sister walked five hours and fainted when she 
reached home. At 4:00 pm we saw Taliban through the TV, they were in presidential office 
laughing and showing their guns, they had destroyed everything around them and talked 
about their victory. We were just numb and couldn’t express our extreme fear. 
At midnight we heard people and children walking in the street, heading to the airport (our 
house was pretty close to the airport). my mom said, “What’s the matter? Where are these 
people going and why they are putting their lives in danger?” We had heard days before that 
foreign troops took control of Kabul Airport and evacuate people to safe places. People were 
trying to enter the Airport through every possible way, even some people came from other 
provinces and made huge rush outside the Airport gates. Taliban hit people with batons and 
electric gear. They shot them with guns which killed several people. This didn’t stop those 
fleeing as people passed their dead bodies to go inside. After few days we heard how people 
managed to escape from Afghanistan, I started to send email and messages to different 
organizations and groups through my Twitter account. But I received no response, or they 
said we are not eligible for their program and they cannot help us, some even blocked me. 
We were getting close to the last days of evacuation (31st August) and we still had no 
response, so we decided to go to the airport. We stayed outside the gate up to 3:00 am. 
There was a mass rush and we saw the dead bodies of two women and a child which came 
one week ago and didn’t make it inside. With dawn soon approaching we went back home, 
filled with despair and hopelessness. The next day while getting ready to go back, we heard 
that a suicide attack had happened at exactly in the same place we were last night. We 
looked at each other so shocked. We were grateful not to be there but we thought about all 
those innocent people and children who lost their lives.



(continued from page 1)  People were terrified and the big canal near the gate was full of 
blood and dead bodies. After the bombing few people would dare to risk going back. So, we 
decided to hope for a response to one of the applications we had sent. But on the 31st of 
August the last American soldier left our country and still we didn’t get response. 
I also worked as the only female in one of UN projects for women empowerment in 
Nangarhar province. Several times I received oral threat from Taliban but I never gave up, 
until I received a threat letter which directly warned that they will kill me if I don’t stop my 
activities, so I left there because I was my family’s breadwinner and came back home. In 
other project that was active in 10 provinces, we provided free legal aids for women who 
were domestic violence victims and even in a case the man of family killed his wife. I was not 
the only girl working there, but still we received threats time to time. 

We lived in our uncle house for safety issues. One night Taliban came behind the door and 
arrest my uncle without describing the reason, after 20 minutes they went to my aunt house 
and arrest her husband and brother-in-law. My uncle has two small children (6 years old son 
and 2 years old daughter), his wife was crying and asked several times from Taliban that 
where are they taking them, but they didn’t speak. They came inside the house forcefully; we 
hid in the basement and they took my uncle. After two days of torture, they were released 
and my uncle left home with his wife and children to an unknown place and for next two 
months we didn’t know where they are and if they are alive or not, until we found out that he 
is in another province in one of his friend’s houses because when they were released by 
mediation of tribe elders and they warned them that you will be under our supervision. We 
were mentally messed up and sometimes I dreamed that they came to our house and arrest 
us by force and it was very terrible.

● Days passed one after other and we were mentally disturbed, finally we got a small hope for 
moving outside the country but except of me and my mom, none of our family members had 
valid Passport. We sold our house assets and applied for passport, few days later the Kabul 
Passport Department closed and despite all of the threats and dangers 

After a few months of hard work and strategic planning we where able to help 
them escape their home country and our now residing in a VOC shelter.

we forced to go to my paternal province 
for getting Passport and my uncle went 
all the times with us because females 
were not allowed to go outside alone. It 
was winter 2021, my mom and sister 
tried for 2 months to register our 
passport application forms, Taliban hit 
them with batons 3 times and my mom 
ankle was injured and she had difficulty 
with movement. After 2 months they 
could get passport, but that time was so 
late and the evacuation group said they 
cannot help us because we sent our 
passports late and it was another big 
blow to us all.”



kept them locked for six months, molested them and made 
them do despicable things. He was planning to sell them 
but they managed to escape. The four women were 
underground believers and were discovered by the Taliban 
as they held prayers. Their families hid them and arranged 
for them to escape. They contacted a person called Shakir who portrayed himself as a 
Pastor and told them that he helps people escape to Pakistan. They requested that he 
help them and their brothers escape as well, but he said he can first help the girls only 
and later their brothers. So these girls followed his instructions and arrived in another city. 
Upon arrival, they were locked and imprisoned in his house for six months and not 
allowed to leave. He raped two of the girls and was planning to sell them.  
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Sister R helped four refugee sisters 
escape from their kidnappers to a 
VOC location, where they are now in 
our safe-house. These girls had been 
brought from their home country by a 
man named Shakir claiming to be a 
Pastor, who helped them escape the 
Taliban as their faith had been 
discovered and their lives were in 
danger. But upon arrival in the new 
city, Shakir kidnapped them and  

The four woman give thanks 
to God before enjoying a 
meal at a VOC shelter.

Shakir the man who kidnapped 
the girls is still at large. 

They managed to escape 
his house when he left the 
country for some work. 
After wandering from place 
to place they were given 
shelter by our workers who 
helped them get out of the 
city where they had no 
place to live, no warm 
clothes or belongings. Now 
 they are living securely in 
one of our shelters.

They had been 
locked up for six 
months



In addition to rescuing those in severe persecution VOC has continued to provide spiritual 
and physical help to those in need.

Projects to Get Behind

We are also repeating our last years 
food and grocery baskets for 
Christmas, we had a wonderful 
response and look forward to the 
souls that will be rescued from his 
effort. Consider joining us in prayer 
and donations as we take on this 
opportunity to share God’s love 
through practical ministry.

Christmas is a time of great opportunity to spread God’s 
word and love. We are seeking to obtain 1000 Bible 
resources by this Christmas.

Flood relief continues for persecuted believers. The damage is still enormous but 
your generosity and support has already made a difference. Thank you for joining 
us a s we continue to support those in this tragic time.

The need for a shelter in Turkey 
and Pakistan is exponentially 

growing. Consider supporting this 
endeavor with a tax deductible gift.



  

VOC has been hosting a daily zoom prayer hour 8PM Eastern time 
for more than 940 days now and plans to offer focused prayers for 
"The Persecuted Church" during the month of Nov. Starting from Nov. 
1st  through 31st.

Zoom Meeting Room Open Daily 8:00PM – 9:00PM Eastern time.

Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3480600179 Meeting 
ID: 348 060 0179Meeting passcode:123450

Join our prayer hour!

By offering your prayers on VOC’s behalf you have empowered us to 
accomplish God’s purpose.
By donating your time and resources you have enabled us to carry 
out our mission.
By reading this newsletter you have equipped yourself with the 
knowledge to be a voice for the persecuted.
Thank you for joining the VOC team. We couldn’t do this without you.

Thank You

31 DAYS OF PRAYER FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH:  Nov 1st through 
Dec 1st  we will be having a formal prayer that you are invited to join! A guide is 
available on our website and can be sent to you by sending us a request 
through email. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3480600179
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