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Preface 
 

The persecution of Christians around the world is a 

humanitarian crisis that calls for the world’s attention. 

Yet, the mainstream media ignores this pressing problem, 

and the voices of the oppressed are silenced. Therefore, 

this booklet aims to inform people worldwide about the 

terror of religious persecution and educate them about the 

many ways in which help can be offered to these 

individuals.  

It explores the meaning of persecution, the kinds of 

persecution that exist and discusses the haunting history 

of the persecuted body of Christ. In addition to that, it 

digs deeper into the stories of some persecuted 

individuals, analyzes the perspectives of Christian leaders 

who are in pursuit of eliminating persecution and 

encourages believers everywhere to raise their voices not 

just in the form of prayer for their persecuted brothers and 

sisters around the world, but also by stretching out a 

helping hand.  

As you read through the book, remember the words of 

Martin Luther King Jr.: 

 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 
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“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me       

before it hated you. If you were of the world, the 

world would love its own. Yet because you are not  

of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 

therefore the world hates you.” 

John 15:18-19 (NKJV) 
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Chapter 1 

Introduction: 
 Understanding Persecution 

 
With the rise in contemporary liberalism and 
advancement in technology, significant transformations 
have been brought to social and political structures that 
have made the lives of humans relatively easier. Although 
the immediate achievement of complete peace and 
harmony in society is still a far fetched idea, the 
campaigns against major social issues such as economic 
disparities, racism, and other forms of inequality can be 
seen as a glimmer of hope. Yet, despite the extensive 
political discourse and movements, there is merely a 
nodding acknowledgement of the prevailing human rights 
issue: the persecution and intimidation of religious 
minorities.   
 
Among these minorities, Christians are the most 
persecuted religious group in the world today. According 
to the World Watch List 2020, an annual report on the 
global persecution of Christians, there are 50 countries 
where believers are facing extreme levels of persecution 
for their faith.1 From their church and community life to 
their  private and family life, they are facing consequences 
simply for being a Christian. They are being discriminated 
against, attacked, harassed, falsely accused, imprisoned, 
and even brutally murdered.  
 
Tragically, this violent oppression is not acknowledged by 
the media and many cases of mass brutalities against 
Christians go unreported. Journalist John Allen writes in 
his book, The Global War on Christians: Dispatches from 

1 2020 World Watch List 

http://www.nationalreview.com/article/362547/exposing-global-war-against-christians-interview


 

 
the Front Lines of Anti-Christian Persecution, about how 
there is “a rising tide of legal oppression, social            
harassment, and direct physical violence, with Christians as 
its leading victims.  However counter intuitive it may seem 
in light of popular stereotypes of Christianity as a powerful 
and sometimes oppressive social force, Christians today  
indisputably are the most persecuted religious body on the 
planet, and too often their new martyrs suffer in silence.”   
 
These spine-chilling stories of the oppressed beg to be told. 
Their silenced voices hope to find justice one day, and each 
one of us has a role to play in their story. With our           
assistance, we can bring the stories of the oppressed to the 
forefront. Therefore, it is vital to thoroughly understand the 
notion of persecution and how it systematically governs the 
lives of believers, and to analyze the various spheres of life 
where persecution takes place and learn about the different 
ways in which violence is exerted.   

 

WHAT IS PERSECUTION?  

Webster defines persecution as “the act or practice 
of persecuting; especially those who differ in origin,        
religion, or social outlook.”2 However, even though the first 
records of the word in the English language come from the 
1300s, the word originates from the Latin persecūtor, which 
literally means “pursuer” and from the verb persequī which 
means “to prosecute, to pursue closely” or “to take     
vengeance upon.”3 The Hebrew word radap and the Greek 
word dioko used in the Bible also mean “to pursue, to put to 
flight or to chase after”.4  All in all, the connotations of these 
words can be extended to describe oppression, affliction or 
harassment.  
 
The tragedy of persecution can be traced back to the first 
century AD of the Christian era where oppression was    

2 Definition of Persecution, Webster’s Dictionary, 2020  
3 Definition of persecution | Dictionary.com 
4 Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, Bibletools.org, 2020  

http://www.nationalreview.com/article/362547/exposing-global-war-against-christians-interview
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/persecuting
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perpetrated by the Roman Empire. These atrocities further   
increased as different emperors exercised their rule to 
limit the spread of Christianity by legalizing new 
religions.    During these times, Christian missionaries set 
out to preach the word of God but were mercilessly 
tortured and killed. Eventually, as Christianity spread, 
there was a spike in Christian denominations which gave 
rise to the oppression and soon the geographic spread of 
Christianity also threatened other religious and political 
authorities which resulted in Christian persecution at 
genocidal     levels.   
 
Today, religious persecution is taking a different shape 
and form depending on the society. While on the one 
hand, surveillance states are monitoring the religious 
practices of Christians, on the other hand, believers living 
in underdeveloped countries are struggling to acquire 
their fundamental rights. Despite the remarkable spread of 
Christianity over the years, the Church of God still teems 
with paranoia due to the injustice and cruelty that does not 
seem to end.  

 

THE MANY FACES OF PERSECUTION  

Persecution is more commonly categorized as physical 
violence, discrimination and hostility, but these are not 
the only ways in which oppression takes place. There are 
many types of persecution that happen in various spheres 
of human life, and these often tend to go unnoticed 
because of their lack of severity. The ignorance of these 
seemingly subtle signs of persecution then gives rise to 
bigger conflicts and atrocities that eventually become 
difficult to control. Therefore, let’s take a look at some of 
the ways in which persecution is exercised so that we can 
recognize it more clearly.  
 

  Ostracism 
 



 

 
Ostracism is the act of excluding someone from a society 
or group. This is a common practice that dates back to the 
Jewish times where any person who broke the law was 
abandoned and thrown into exile. This was often followed 
by punishment, humiliation and sometimes permanent 
separation from their clan. This form of mistreatment is 
still common in families or religious communities today. 
Christian converts have to face severe punishment by their 
loved ones and are often disowned. In some cases,        
believers have to escape for fear of being killed.   

   

Societal and Economic Pressure 

In many countries, political authorities use faith as a tactic 
of manipulation. For instance, the Communist government 
uses people to spy on Christians or other minorities, and 
they are forced to incorporate another religion into their 
own practices. Believers are forced to attend festivals and 
participate in activities that do not align with their own 
beliefs. Even in Islamic states, most educational institutes 
teach Islamic values and beliefs to children of all          
religions, depriving them of the freedom to study their 
own religion.  
   

Politicization of Religion 

Islamist, Communist and Hindu states often politicize 
their religion in order to tackle a threat from another  
growing religion. Maj Gen Tim Cross, a former British 
Army officer and practicing Christian, highlights that most 
religious conflicts are about power and identity. He 
says, “Fear generally drives conflict, and in an 
increasingly globalized world, hundreds of millions of 
people want to know who they are, and a religious identity 
very often provides that. Those who take on a different 
identity are seen as threatening.”5 Thus, the spread and 
adoption of Christianity threatens these religious groups 
and they politicize their religion. 

5 Growing religious persecution: a threat to everyone, BBC, 2014  
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As a consequence, church groups are denied permission to 
run charities or religious programs, Christians are not   
allowed to work in their field of choice, they are deprived 
of basic resources, and their voices are silenced when they 
cry out for justice.   
 

Discrimination and Bullying at Work or School  

Discrimination is not just limited to political or economic 
affairs but goes deeper into the professional sphere of life. 
Christians have to face challenges of unemployment and 
poverty because of the lack of job opportunities. They are 
often looked down upon, openly humiliated, and           
unwelcomed in certain places. Children also face bullying 
at school by the administration or peers. They are singled 
out or mocked for their beliefs and are often forced to go 
against their religious values.  

 

False Accusations, Imprisonment and Violence  

Freedom of thought, expression, belief and a safe          
environment to live in are essential for us to thrive as 
humans. However, Christians are denied these basic rights 
and are silenced if they try to voice their opinions. They 
are falsely accused and imprisoned for blasphemy. 
Churches are burned down or bombed, church leaders are 
threatened or killed, and racial and religious hatred is    
incited to create disturbances for the believers.  

These deceptive and subtle ways of persecution may at 
first seem harmless, but they are doorways to outright   
hatred and barbarism towards the Church. There are many 
parts of the world where believers are paying the price for 
their faith and are struggling to find relief from the        
oppression. Despite that, victimization of Christians      
remains an unpopular subject that is actively ignored, and 
as a result, harrowing stories of persecuted believers    
continue to be swept under the rug. 



 

 

Chapter 2 

Persecution in the Bible 
 
While the Bible’s grand narrative focuses largely on the 
depravity of mankind and the never ending love of God 
towards His creation, it also answers the question why 
the path of righteousness is filled with persecution and 
suffering. The book of Genesis describes how God     
created humans after His own image, but due to their  
disobedience, sin entered the world and corrupted the 
entire human race. The generations that followed        
suffered the consequences as sin and wickedness spread 
rapidly among the nations. Amidst this, some people 
strived to live a godly life but had to suffer at the hands 
of injustice, and as persecution changed shapes in every 
era, one thing remained consistent: the believers’     
struggle to protect their faith. Therefore, persecution has 
been a dominant theme in the Bible and continues to be a 
prevalent issue in today’s time. 
 
 

The Bible explicitly showcases the different ways in 
which persecution can take place among people.         
Although stories of the wicked oppressing the righteous 
are common, there are also examples of nations          
persecuting nations, humans persecuting Jesus Christ or 
in some cases, the righteous persecuting the wicked.   
Additionally, both the New and the Old Testaments  
mention stories where persecution occurred physically, 
mentally, socially, and even spiritually. Following are 
some of the most prominent Bible stories that give us an 
insight into this subject. 
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PERSECUTION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 

Cain & Abel 

The first instance in the Bible where we are introduced to 
the idea of persecution is in the story of Cain and       
Abel. Cain, the firstborn of Adam and Eve, was filled with 
jealousy when God favored his brother’s offering over his. 
Boiling with hatred, Cain called Abel to a field where he 
murdered him mercilessly.  (Genesis 4)  

 

Joseph 

Similar to Cain, jealousy corrupted the minds of Joseph’s 
brothers who threw him into a well and sold him into  
slavery. Joseph was later imprisoned when Potiphar’s wife 
falsely accused him of attempting to rape her. (Genesis 
37:18-36)  
 

David 

Once again, jealously influenced the actions of King Saul 
when God appointed David as the next anointed king in 
line. King Saul pursued, threatened, and on several       
occasions, attempted to murder David. (1 Samuel 19)  
 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

When King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon made an image 
of gold and set it up so everyone could bow down it, 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who were the          
administrators of the province, refused to worship the idol. 
As a result, they were tied up and thrown into the blazing 
furnace that was heated up seven times hotter than usual. 
(Daniel 3)  

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 
Daniel 

During the reign of King Darius the Mede, there were  
satraps who were jealous of Daniel’s exceptional qualities 
and decided to find grounds for charges against him. 
Therefore, they instigated the king by convincing him to 
pass a decree that for thirty days, no one could offer  
prayers to their gods or any man besides Darius. This 
forceful imposition also included the punishment of being 
thrown into a den of lions if the law was not obeyed. 
However, despite the royal decree, Daniel continued to 
pray to God three times a day, and when the satraps 
learned about this, they informed the king, who then 
threw Daniel into a den of lions. (Daniel 6)  
  

The Persecution of the Israelites by the Egyptians 

This is a classic example of a nation persecuting another 
nation. This well known Bible story presents the 
enslavement of the Israelites by the Egyptians under the 
rule of Pharaoh who oppressed them for years and refused 
to let them go. Most of the book of Exodus mentions the   
struggle of Moses, who tries to free the Israelites from the 
reign of Pharaoh.  
  

Job 

The story of Job is of pivotal importance as it epitomizes 
faith and perseverance and gives us a behind-the-scenes 
glimpse of persecution. In this book, the real enemy is 
revealed who uses sickness, disease, loss, loneliness,    
accusations and harassment to torment Job. The man of 
God faces persecution at all levels but remains steadfast 
in faith.   

Along with these examples, there are several other stories 
from the Old Testament that show us how the righteous 
had to deal with persecution at every point in time. To 
know more, read the stories of Gideon, Hanani, Zechariah 
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(the son of Jehoiada), Uriah, and Jeremiah in the 
scriptures. 
  

PERSECUTION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT  
  

John the Baptist 
The New Testament gives a more graphic account of  
believers paying the price for their faith, and this 
especially begins with John the Baptist. John had 
confronted King Herod and called his marriage to his 
brother’s wife, Herodias, unlawful which is why Herodias 
harbored a grudge against him.  
 
On one occasion, when Herodias’ daughter pleased the 
king and his guests at dinner, Herod allowed her to ask for 
anything to which she made her mother’s request known 
which was to see John’s head on a platter. Herod could 
not refuse her, so John was beheaded. (Matthew 14:1-12; 
Mark 6:14-27)  
 

Persecution  by the Pharisees 
As already mentioned, persecution is not just practiced by 
the wicked, but by some religious extremists too. The 
gospels exhibit this intolerance in the Jewish religious 
leaders, the Pharisees, who were always on the lookout to 
judge and condemn other believers which is primarily the 
reason why they could not stand the teachings of Jesus. 
Despite being teachers of the Law, they did not have the 
love or mercy of God in their hearts.  

Matthew12:11-14 narrates one incident when the 
Pharisees saw Jesus performing a miracle and questioned 
whether it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath, to which 
Jesus replied, ‘What man is there among you who has one 
sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not lay 
hold of it and lift it out? Of how much more value then is 
a man than a sheep? Therefore, it is lawful to do good on 
the Sabbath.’ Then He said to the man, ‘Stretch out your 
hand.’ And he stretched it out, and it was restored as 



 

 
whole as the other. Then the Pharisees went out and 
plotted against Him, how they might destroy 
Him.” (NKJV)  
  

The Disciples 

The book of Acts begins with the coming of the Holy  
Spirit and marks the Church’s establishment in the history 
of Christianity. But while we see the number of disciples 
skyrocketing with every passing day (Acts 4:4) we also 
see many of them being martyred for their faith.   

The first martyr was the disciple Stephen, who was stoned 
to death for courageously proclaiming the good news. This 
event served as a transition into Christian persecution on a 
larger scale.   

Acts 8:1 states, “At that time a great persecution arose 
against the Church which was at Jerusalem; and they were 
all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, 
except the apostles.”  (NKJV) 
  

Saul’s persecution towards the Gentiles 
and his own persecution after conversion 

Saul of Tarsus (later known as Paul) is a prominent figure 
in Christianity who is transformed from a ruthless         
persecutor to an apostle of Jesus Christ. The persecution of 
Stephen also took place under his approval. The           
conversion of Paul is one of the most miraculous New 
Testament conversions where we see God touching the life 
of a man who formerly tortured his own people. However, 
as Saul converts to Paul, he also ends up facing the same 
oppression and cruelty. He is imprisoned for preaching the 
word of God, and he writes many of his letters to the 
churches from behind bars. After his transformation, many 
other believers suffered for their faith including James the 
brother of John who was beheaded by Herod Agrippa I. 
However, at the same time, many new believers were   
added to the Church and Christianity began to flourish. 
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Chapter 3 

Persecution Through the Ages 
  
According to the Pew Research Center, Christianity is the 
largest religion in the world today with a population of 
about 2.3 billion adherents all around the globe.6 But,  
behind this remarkable preeminence is a complex and  
turbulent history that dates back to the first century. After 
the formation of the early Church, the apostles had set out 
on a mission to spread the word of God which expanded 
the community of believers. However, this growth was 
accompanied by horrific persecution that no one expected 
would last for centuries to follow.    
 

History is filled with stories of people who endured      
periods of immense hostility for their faith. The 
astounding growth of Christianity threatened the political 
and  religious authorities, and this resulted in tyranny and    
extremism in different eras. It was also widely disliked by 
the general public, and its unique beliefs ignited further 
hatred as it permeated various parts of the world. During 
this progression, some important events took place in 
which a great number of Christians were terrorized,     
tortured and killed at genocidal levels. Some of those 
significant events are discussed below in chronological     
order. 

 

PERSECUTION IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE  

The first official persecution of Christians began during 
the reign of the Roman Emperor, Nero, in 54 AD. Even 
though the duration of the persecution was short, it is 
documented as one of the earliest and most atrocious 
events in the history of Christianity. On July 18, 64 AD, a 
great urban fire broke out, engulfing almost two-thirds of 

6 World’s largest religion by population is still Christianity, Pew Research Center, 2020  
 



 

 
Rome and it kept burning for six days, causing significant     
damage to the economy and human lives.7 Nero attributed 
this incident to the Christians who were already despised 
by the Roman population for their religious beliefs. To 
exercise his tyranny, Nero began tormenting and          
punishing them publicly.   
 

While many historians suspect Nero for lighting the fire in 
order to build his palace, Nero falsely accused the     
Christians of attempting to destroy Rome by setting it on 
fire. The Roman Historian, Tacitus, writes in his book, 
The Annals, about how Nero attached his own guilt to the 
Christians and made them a subject of severe torture under 
a false accusation.  He writes:   
 

“First, then, the confessed members of the sect were     
arrested; next, on their disclosures, vast numbers were 
convicted, not so much on the count of arson as for hatred 
of the human race. And derision accompanied their end: 
they were covered with wild beasts’ skins and torn to 
death by dogs, or they were fastened on crosses, and, 
when daylight failed were burned to serve as lamps by 
night. Nero had offered his Gardens for the spectacle, and 
gave an exhibition in his Circus, mixing with the crowd in 
the habit of a charioteer, or mounted on his car. Hence, in 
spite of a guilt which had earned the most exemplary   
punishment, there arose a sentiment of pity, due to the  
impression that they were being sacrificed not for the  
welfare of the state but to the ferocity of a single man.”  
(p 285)  
 

These events obviously left a grave impact on the 
believers, but they continued to grow in number and 
strength. However, the persecution continued under the 
reign of Emperors who came after Nero. Emperor 
Domitian, who ruled for fifteen years, also allegedly 
persecuted the  Christians. This was followed by the rule 
of Emperor Trajan between the year 109 and 111 AD.  
 

7 Nero’s Rome Burns, History.com  
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Although Trajan did not indulge in the blatant oppression 
of Christians, he did permit it on a smaller scale. He     
appointed Pliny the Younger as governor of the province 
of Bithynia who then wrote to Trajan in order to seek 
guidance about the laws that could be implemented 
against Christians. The following excerpt is from Pliny’s 
letter to Trajan:   
 

“Having never been present at any trials concerning those 
who profess Christianity, I am unacquainted not only with 
the nature of crimes, or the measure of their punishment 
but how far it is proper to enter into an examination     
concerning them. Whether, therefore, any difference is 
usually made with respect to ages, or no distinction is to 
be observed between the young and the adult; whether 
repentance entitles them to a pardon, or if a man has been 
once a Christian, it avails nothing to desist from his error; 
whether the very profession of Christianity, unattended 
with any criminal act, or only the crimes themselves     
inherent in the profession are punishable; on all these 
points I am in great doubt.” 8 
 

Pliny had no knowledge of what laws could be applied to 
cases involving Christians. Nevertheless, when Christians 
were brought before Pliny, he inquired about their faith 
and upon professing it twice, he threatened to punish 
them. If they still did not back down from their beliefs, 
Pliny punished them not on the basis of their faith but due 
to their stubbornness as he puts it, “A contumacious and 
inflexible obstinacy certainly deserved correction.”  
 

After the rule of Trajan, his successor Hadrian (76-138 
AD) brought some leniency into the system, and        
Christianity gained recognition as a separate religion and 
not merely as a faith stemming from Judaism. However, 
during this time, there were many uprisings of the Jews 
who were then strictly punished for their rebellion. Thus, 
the oppression continued under the supervision of        

8 Exchange of Letters by Pliny the Younger and Emperor Trajan                                                                    
on the Persecution of Christianity, Media.bloomsbury.com, 2020  



 

 
emperors who came after. These included Marcus         
Aurelius (161-180 AD) the great stoic philosopher who 
incited anti-Christian hatred, Septimus Severus (193-211 
AD) who issued the edict that prohibited conversions to 
Judaism and Christianity, Decius (249-251 AD) who     
initiated the first empire-wide Christian persecution,     
Valerian (251-260 AD) who blamed the Christians for the 
troubles that the Empire had to face, and Diocletian (284-
305 AD) who instituted the Great Persecution in an       
attempt to put an end to Christianity.9   

The Great Persecution (303–315 AD), also known as 
the Diocletianic Persecution, marked the end of an era of 
Roman persecution against the Christians.10 However, as 
the misery finally drew to a close, it left a lasting           
impression that could never be erased from the memory of 
the believers. Saint Optatus, a North-African bishop 
of Milevis, describes the horrific sight in one of his     
writings against the Donatists:  

“Raging war was declared against the Christians, the devil 
held triumphs in the temples of the daemons, the altars 
smoked with unholy odors, and because people could not 
approach the sacrilegious ceremonies, they were           
everywhere compelled to la incense. Every place was a 
temple of enormity, old men close to death were defiled, 
infancy in its innocence was polluted, little ones were   
taken from their mothers for an atrocious purpose, parents 
were compelled to overthrow the temples of the living 
God, some to deny Christ, some to burn the divine laws, 
some to lay incense.” 11 

  

MARTYRDOM OF SAINT VIBIA PERPETUA        
IN 203 AD 

Vibia Perpetua, born in Carthage, a city of Tunisia was the 
22-year-old mother of an infant who belonged to an      

9 Persecution in the Early Church: A Gallery of the Persecuting                                                         
Emperors | Christian History Magazine, 2020. 

10 & 11 The Great Persecution Of Diocletian And Its Consequences, Tudorie, I., 2020.  
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affluent family. Back in the 2nd century AD, the city was 
populated by a great number of Christians and among 
them was Perpetua who possessed an unwavering faith in 
Jesus Christ. However, during the reign of the Roman 
Emperor, Septimus Severus, religious liberty was taken 
away. Severus issued his edict, prohibiting conversions to 
Christianity and Judaism and this was enforced in 203 AD 
by Hilarian, the governor of Carthage. 

Perpetua, along with a number of young catechumens12 
(people preparing to be baptized) namely Revocatus, 
Felicitas (his fellow slave), Saturninus and Secundulus 
were arrested, but on refusing to renounce their faith, were 
condemned to death. During this time of imprisonment, 
Perpetua penned the account of her trial and      mentioned 
how her father pleaded for her to recant her Christian 
faith, but she did not give in. 

In her account, she also wrote of her prison dreams that 
she believed were prophetic visions shown to her by God. 
In these, she saw herself entering into heaven and saw her 
dead younger brother, Dinocrates. Sadly, Perpetua could 
not continue writing, but before her execution she handed 
the diary to another believer, who resumed from where 
she left off and added the stories of her own pregnant 
slave who gave birth in the prison. Additionally, she wrote 
about other Christians and their ordeal in the arena.13 

Perpetua's diary is one of the few ancient texts written by 
a woman. Even though her persecution has been a tragic 
account in Christian history, it is incredible how her    
writing has left a profound impact on millions and still 
speaks powerfully today. 

  

 

 

12 Catechumens, Britannica.com 
13 Perpetua, Britannica.com.  



 

 
PERSECUTION DURING THE MIDDLE AGES     

AND  EARLY MODERN ERA  

In the course of the first century, Christians had been 
trapped in an endless spiral of violence perpetrated by   
Roman Emperors. The rule of Constantine the Great 
brought a lot of positive reformations in the government. 
However, this relief was short-lived as the persecution of 
Christians started again in the Middle Ages.    
 

The Protestant Reformation 
 

During the Middle Ages, the Church fell into a state of 
great religious turmoil as persecution began to take place 
within the community. This was triggered by the 
Protestant Reformation, a movement led by Martin Luther 
who questioned the Roman Catholic papacy and            
emphasized the universal priesthood of all believers, the 
doctrine of salvation by faith alone and the complete     
reliance on the word of God. This resulted in an enormous 
global revolution as a new denomination arose by the 
name of Protestantism.14  

 

Persecution by the Persians and the Jews 

In AD 614, a Roman-Persian war broke out when a group 
of young Christians murdered the Jewish governor of    
Jerusalem for planning to build a third temple with the 
Persians. During this time, the Christians had united with 
the Eastern Roman Empire and were engaging in 
rebellion. This provoked the Persians to fight against the 
Jews and Christians living in Jerusalem, many of whom 
were killed while others escaped to Caesarea, a town 
which was also besieged by the Persian troops. 
Subsequently, the Persian general, Xorheam, gathered 

14 The Reformation, History.com, 2020 
15 Abrahamson; et al. The Persian conquest of Jerusalem in 614                                                    

compared with Islamic conquest of 638 (PDF). alsadiqin.org.  
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Judeo-Persian troops and encamped around Jerusalem, 
capturing it for 19 days.15   
  

 

The Islamic Rule 

In the mid-7th century AD, the Arab Islamic conquest    
began, and the newly founded Muslim empire brought   
another wave of persecution for the Christians. Despite the 
Middle Eastern population being predominantly Christian 
and non-Arab, Christians faced extreme religious 
discrimination and hostility. They were no longer allowed 
to spread the word of God and were even denied 
permission to bear arms or choose a profession of their 
choice.  

The Muslim Empire imposed the Shariah Law, which 
meant that Christians and other non-Muslims had to 
pay jizya and kharaj taxes. In case they were unable to pay 
these taxes, they were forced to give their children away 
who were then sold as slaves to Muslim households where 
they were eventually forced to accept Islam.16 Besides this, 
Christian communities were asked to pay large sums of 
money which served as funds for military campaigns. This 
also resulted in poverty among the believers which 
persuaded a lot of them to convert to Islam in order to   
provide for their families.  

In addition to these cruelties, Christians were also denied 
freedom in legal matters as the testimony of a non-Muslim 
against a Muslim was considered invalid. Muslim men 
were allowed to take Christian women as wives but    
Muslim women were not permitted to marry Christian 
men as the Islamic Law stated (which is still true today). 
Furthermore, Christians had the liberty to convert to     
Islam, but the conversion of a Muslim was punishable 
with severe penalties, restrictions, or even death.       
Christians could practice their faith as long as they did not 
disobey the rules imposed on them. For instance, churches 
16 Stillman, Norman A., 1998. Jews of Arab Lands: A History and Source Book.Edition. The 

Jewish Publication Society.  
17 The Pact of Umar, Chris Armstrong, Christianitytoday.com.  



 

 
were not permitted to put up crosses on the buildings or 
ring church bells to call the congregation for prayer. 
Moreover, they were not even allowed to repair any   
damage caused to the churches or monasteries.17 

 

In the 14th century AD, Christians began to face             
persecution on a larger scale, particularly in Mesopotamia, 
Persia, Syria and Asia Minor. Most of them were Assyrian 
or Armenian which resulted in the extermination of the 
majority of the Assyrian population and the abandonment 
of Assur, an ancient city in Assyria. These mass murders 
were carried out by Tamerlane, a Turco-Mongol          
conqueror who later became the first ruler of the Timurid.  

During the 16th century, Albania also underwent            
Islamization while it was formerly heavily populated by 
Christians. Violent revolts convinced the Ottoman Empire 
to bring an end to their tolerance policy, thus Christians 
had to suffer severe hardships. As usual, they were asked 
to pay large sums of money for taxes, and due to hunger 
and poverty, many of them converted to Islam. Some of 
these people continued to practice Christianity in secrecy.  

Following this, many historical events led to the forceful 
conversion of Christians to Islam, especially after the 
Great Turkish War. During this time, Kosovo’s Catholic 
Albanian population endured great hostility, as a result of 
which most fled to Hungary where they died of hunger 
and disease. In the 17th and 18th centuries, the Christians in 
southern Albania faced violence by the newly converted 
Muslims and most of them fled to remote places.   
  

Dechristianization of France   

The French Revolution in 1789 came as a period of     
transition for the Christians in France. As the new       
government revamped the country’s old political        
landscape and institutions, many amendments were made 
to the policies. This resulted in the shutting down,        
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robbing, and desecration of church buildings. The clergy 
was either deported, forced to marry, or sentenced to 
death. To eliminate the Christian culture from the country, 
the word “saint” was also removed from all street names. 
All images, symbols, statues and plates displayed in   
places of worship were taken down and crosses,         
monuments and bells were destroyed. Religious            
education, proselytization and worship in public and     
private were also banned. Furthermore, a law issued on 
October 21, 1793, stated that all nonjuring priests and the 
people sheltering them would be killed on sight.18   

Anguish and fear hovered over the Church and under the 
threat of being killed, imprisoned, or conscripted to the 
army, about 20,000 priests were coerced to leave their  
position, about 900019 were forced to marry, and by the 
end of a decade, about 30,000 priests were forced to leave 
the country.20  A conscription that took place in March 
1793 caused a commotion and the residents of Vendee 
took up arms as “The Catholic Army” and demanded the 
resumption of churches with their former priests. This 
provoked the government to initiate the scorched-earth 
policy and pass evacuation orders which resulted in the 
mass destruction of farms, forests and villages.           
Consequently, by July 1796, a great number 
of  Vendeans  were killed. 

 

Persecution in Asia in the Early Modern Period   

Asia, the largest and most populous continent, was also 
not spared from religious extremism. In Nagasaki, Japan, 
about 26 missionaries were crucified, which marked the 
beginning of a period of Christian persecution in Japan. In 
the mid-17th century, the Tokugawa Shogunate ordered the 

18 Latreille, A. French Revolution, New Catholic Encyclopedia                                                  
v. 5, pp. 972–973 (Second Ed. 2002 Thompson/Gale) 

19 Lewis, Gwynne The French Revolution: Rethinking the Debate. 
20 State and Counterrevolution in France by Charles Tilly. cdlib.org 
21 The Christians forced to trample on Christ, BBC. 2020. (ref. from next page) 

 



 

 European missionaries to be expelled, imprisoned or    
executed but when the government saw that it did not help 
in extinguishing the faith of the Christians, it came up 
with a new tactic: the fumie. These were images of Jesus 
or Mary which were laid on the ground so Christians 
could walk over them. Refusal to adhere to this law was 
punishable by death.21   

In 1637, an uprising occurred (also known as the     
Shimabara Rebellion) against the oppression that led to 
the mass killings of Christian rebels and sympathizers. 
About 37,000 Christians were beheaded, and the severed 
head of the person who led the rebellion was displayed 
publicly in Nagasaki.22 For the next two centuries, the 
Christians in Japan practiced their faith covertly.  

Meanwhile, in China, Emperor Kangxi banned all       
Chinese Catholics from venerating important historical 
figures.23  Kuomintang (KMT), a Chinese nationalist 
party, also started persecuting the Christians. They 
attacked European missionaries in an attempt to eradicate 
Christianity and replace the crucifix in many churches 
with a poster that said, “Jesus Christ is dead. Why not 
worship something alive such as Nationalism?”24 In 1926, 
Muslim General Bai Chonxi tried to force foreigners and 
missionaries to leave Guangxi by creating a hostile 
environment for them. Moreover, any Muslims who 
converted to Christianity were tortured, imprisoned, or 
killed.25  

In South Asia, Indian Christians were persecuted in the 
kingdoms ruled by Muslims. Tipu Sultan, a Muslim ruler 
of the Kingdom of Mysore, especially partook in 

22 Shimabara Rebellion, Britannica.com. 
23 Mr. Ye Xiaowen, China's Religions Retrospect and Prospect,                                         

Hong Kong, 19 February 2001. China.org.cn 
24 Jonathan Fenby (2005). Chiang Kai Shek: China's Generalissimo and the Nation He Lost. 

Carroll & Graf Publishers. p. 126. 
25 Diana Lary, Region and Nation: The Kwangsi Clique in Chinese Politics 1925-1937. 
26 All about Tipu Sultan, Thehindu.com, 2016. 
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 tormenting the Christian residents. For about 15 years, he 
kept Mangalorean Catholics in captivity26 and arrested the 
Christians living in Canara, seizing their estates and  
transferring them to Seringapatam where he kept them 
along with the Mangalorean Catholics.27

 

Around 70,000 Christians were taken into captivity with 
10,000 fleeing and 20,000 dying on their way to           
Seringapatam. According to some reports, the captives 
had to climb mountains and walk through jungles. James 
Scurry, a British Officer, one of the Mangalorean        
captives, reported that around 30,000 Christians were 
forced to accept Islam. Young girls were also coerced into 
marrying Muslim men and were later sold into           
prostitution. Thus, the persecution of Christians continued 
under the rule of Tipu Sultan.28  

 

PERSECUTION IN THE MODERN ERA  

The 19th and 20th century did not put a stop to the        
atrocities against Christians. In fact, this was the time 
when humanity witnessed a bloodbath that can never be 
erased from historical records.  
 

Persecution in the Ottoman Empire   

A genocide of the modern era that is still remembered to 
this day is the one perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire in 
which 1 to 1.5 million Armenian, Assyrian and Greek 
Christians were put to death. The authorities arrested the 
clergy and religious leaders, and after imprisoning and 
torturing them, they finally killed them. Besides that, 
house arrests were conducted, and men were sent to labor 
camps or for military service. Women and children were 
sent to the desert by being whipped or at gunpoint. They 
were also crucified naked while young children died of 
starvation.   

27 All about Tipu Sultan, Thehindu.com, 2016. 
28 The captivity, sufferings and escape of James, James Scurry, 1824.  



 

 According to the University of Minnesota’s Center for 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies, the number of           
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire dropped from two   
million to 387,800 by 1922 in almost six years. Many  
survivors managed to escape, which is why there is about 
0.2% Christian population in Turkey today. The church 
buildings, monasteries, libraries, art and monuments were 
all destroyed, and their profound history was reduced to 
dust.29   

Persecution in the Soviet Union  

In 1918, the Soviet Union experienced a massive          
revolution as the Bolsheviks tried to separate the Church 
from the state. The aim was to establish militant state 
atheism under the Marxist-Leninist doctrine by           
eliminating religion from the former Warsaw Pact      
countries. To implement this doctrine, all property        
belonging to the Church was nationalized, and the clergy 
was either sent to Gulag, a corrections (forced) labor 
camp or were put to death. 

By 1926, no Roman Catholic bishops or laymen were left 
in the USSR as they were either fired or sent to the labor 
camps and mental asylums from where they never        
returned. Thousands of churches were also closed down or 
transformed into “Museums of Atheism,” Bible schools 
were also shut down and teaching the word of God to   
children was banned completely.  
 

Meanwhile, elementary students were trained to leave 
their parents who were firm in their Christian faith and 
were also forced to take a course named “Fundamentals of 
Scientific Atheism.” Followed by that, many campaigns 
were launched against religion, which further revoked the 
parental rights to impart any education to their             
children. One monumental event in the history of the 
Catholic Church was the detachment of the Eastern Rite 
Catholics from the See of Rome.   
 

29 The Armenian Genocide and the Witness of Martyrs, Abc.net.au.  
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 The League of Militant Atheists, an organization that had 
about 5.6 million members, sent out atheist missionaries 
who distributed atheistic literature all over the USSR and 
tried to convert people. Those who refused to abide by the 
instructions were severely punished by being imprisoned 
or killed. During this time, Sister Anna Abrikosova, a   
Russian Greek-Catholic sister and foundress of the        
Religious Sisters of the Third Order of St. Dominic, was 
also arrested by the OGPU, the secret police of the Soviet 
Union. After spending several years in prison and working 
in a labor camp for eight years, she finally expired on July 
23, 1936.30 

Persecution in Albania  

When Albania came under the rule of the Communist   
Party, state atheism was established, which made the    
survival of other religions extremely difficult. Churches, 
mosques and other places of worship were captured by the 
military and were converted into places of entertainment 
and recreational activities. The clergy were deprived of 
their titles and thrown into jail. Also, a lot of                  
disappearances occurred which numbered approximately 
6,000 Albanians whose bodies were never recovered.31 
These abductions were done by agents of the Communist       
government, who also tortured and executed the people for 
their religious practices. 

In addition to these events, countries like Croatia, Mexico, 
Spain, Madagascar and Cuba also witnessed the            
martyrdom of millions of Christians. 
 

THE PRESENT-DAY PERSECUTION  

Today, Nigeria and the Middle East are experiencing the 
persecution of Christians at genocidal levels. There are 
two extremist groups in Nigeria: Boko Haram and the   
Fulani jihadis who have slaughtered a sizable population 

30 The Persecution of the Church in the Soviet Union: A Story That Needs to Be Told - The 
American TFP 
31 Brunwasser, Matthew (26 February 2017). As Albania Reckons With Its Communist Past, 

Critics Say It's Too Late. The New York Times.  



 

 
in the last decade. As per the reports published by ICON 
(the International Committee on Nigeria), a research 
group that publishes terrorism reports in Nigeria, Boko 
Haram was responsible for nearly 35,000 deaths between 
2015 and 2020. Meanwhile, Fulani jihadis murdered 
around 17,000 between 2010 and 2020. However, the 
exact  number is still unknown due to mass burnings, 
shootings and abductions.32 

About a century ago, 20 percent of the population in the 
Middle East was Christian, but due to mass slaughter and        
emigration, it has diminished to 4-5 percent today. This      
massive decline is the result of violence perpetrated by 
Islamic extremist groups. In Iraq and Syria, there is  
widespread gender-based violence. Women are a constant 
target of harassment and violence. Christian families are 
asked to pay heavy taxes and refusal to comply results in 
forced conversions or killings. Religious practices are  
also banned with the destruction of churches and        
monasteries to curtail religious freedom. Mob violence 
further disrupts the peace and, like Nigeria, there are   
kidnappings and disappearances that yield inaccurate   
reports regarding the number of martyred individuals. 33 

Similarly, there are many countries that suffer              
persecution, but a deafening silence rests on the        
mainstream media today. Amidst this, the organization 
Open Doors is working towards its mission to eradicate 
persecution and create awareness among people. We will 
find out more about it in the next chapter.  

 

 

32 Is The World Ignoring A Christian Genocide In Nigeria? Providence, 2020 

33 Persecution of Christians in the Middle East, Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk  
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Chapter 4 

Persecution Today 
The age-old struggle for religious freedom is a vicious 
cycle that is not coming to an end anytime soon.         
Religious persecution is one of the biggest humanitarian 
crises in the world today, and there is little contribution 
from media or governments to reach out to the weak and 
powerless. Whatever stories do manage to come to the 
forefront are either reported via social media by the    
victims themselves or through the brave commitment of 
a few journalists and activists who put their lives on the 
line to make these stories known.   
 

There are also many charitable organizations and        
research institutes that have taken the initiative to fight 
for this cause. These warriors are working hard to be the 
voice of the voiceless by raising awareness about life on 
the other side of the world. They are openly discussing 
the abuse, violence and discrimination suffered by      
religious minorities to remind us that these issues are 
equally a threat to all of us. If one part of the world    
suffers, it won’t be long before the poison of religious 
hatred spreads throughout the globe and slowly engulfs 
us all. This should make us empathetic towards the    
victims more than ever. Yet, the majority of us are    
turning a blind eye to this alarming issue.  
 

Meanwhile, Open Doors, a non-denominational        
charitable organization, is on a mission to support the 
persecuted Christians all around the world. They are not 
only offering practical support in the form of relief aid, 
but are also supplying Christian literature, providing  
discipleship training, sponsoring Bible colleges, and  
supplying equipment to church leaders and families of    
prisoners and victims. In addition to these contributions, 
Open Doors has been monitoring the state of countries 
worldwide and has been publishing the World Watch 



 

 List every year to educate people about the               
countries engaging in severe violations of religious    
freedom.  
 

The World Watch List is an annual report of global     
persecution that displays the ranking of the top 50    
countries that have exhibited the highest level of         
persecution in a year. This report includes an astonishing 
number of cases and some extremely gut-wrenching   
personal stories of the victims that can leave you         
disturbed. Nevertheless, these incidents, no matter how 
unsettling, are in dire need of the spotlight. The horror 
that we only get to read about is a daily reality for the 
people living in these countries, and so, it is a burden that 
we all must share.   

Open Doors has been serving the persecuted for more 
than 60 years, and during this time, there have been many 
changes in the demographic trend of persecuted       
Christians. Especially, according to the data compiled in 
the annual World Watch List, the past ten years have  
witnessed a massive change in the number of cases. 
While some countries have gotten off the list, there are 
other countries that have consistently appeared on the list 
and have achieved a higher ranking.  

Currently, the following ten countries are on the 2020 
World Watch List of 50 countries. These ten countries 
rank as the countries with the highest level of persecution 
in the world. They have remained on the list for at least 
the past 5-10 years:   
 

North Korea 

With a total population of 25,727,000, there are about 
only 300,000 Christians in this infamous East 
Asian country who are being persecuted by communist 
groups. The primary religion there is atheism, and the 
government type is a single-party dictatorship, led by 
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 Chairman Kim Jong-un. Looking at the rankings of the 
past Watch Lists, not much has changed for this country.  

Today, North Koreans are facing the most extreme level 
of oppression and no amount of Christian worship is even 
possible. Christians are imprisoned in labor camps, sent 
to detention centers or banished to remote areas. Yet,  
believers continue to hold onto their faith in secrecy,  
despite having the constant threat of losing their lives.  

Robert Kenna, a writer at Open Doors USA, spent some 
time with the Christians in North Korea and recorded 
some stories that give us a glimpse into how Christians 
living in North Korea struggle to preserve their faith. In 
an article published on the website, he writes about a 
North Korean woman who tried to escape the country and 
ended up in prison with her husband. During this time, 
she found comfort in the word of God and recited Psalm 
23. Her husband also stayed devoted to the Lord and 
made sure that he imparted the right teachings to their 
children even after being in chains. 

On one occasion, when his children visited him in the 
prison camp, he was surrounded by prison guards which 
stopped him from sharing the gospel with them. So, he 
wrote the words, “Believe in Jesus” on his hand so that 
they would read it. This simple yet profound act of      
devotion led to a life-altering experience for their       
children who came to believe in Jesus. Later, the man 
was executed for refusing to renounce his faith but he left 
behind a legacy of faith and commendable strength.  

One more story that Kenna shares is about a North      
Korean Christian man who used to wander in the     
mountains to gather food for his starving family. To fight 
hunger, he decided to cross the Tumen River and escape 
to China. However, he found that life for Christians was 
all the more challenging and life-threatening for illegal 
immigrants as they could be sent back to their country if 
found by the Chinese government. By the grace of God, 



 

 he discovered a Christian safe house that provided him 
and his family with shelter and assistance. Today, he is 
serving covertly as a pastor in South Korea due to the 
fear of North Korean spies.34 

The United Nations Commission of Inquiry (COI)       
describes the activities in North Korea as “systematic, 
widespread and gross human rights violations.”35 Being a 
surveillance state, North Korea is under the strict control 
of the government. Citizens are not allowed to read, 
watch or listen to international content and internet access 
is also granted only to the elite few. Moreover, news from 
North Korean media outlets is manipulated in favor of the 
government and all the funds are invested in nuclear 
weapons and missiles despite the prevalent issue of    
poverty in the nation. About 200,000 children in North 
Korea suffer from acute malnutrition according to 
UNICEF and many of these little ones have to leave    
education in order to earn money for their families.  

North Korea also implements collective punishment 
which means that if one member of a family commits a 
crime, the whole family goes to jail. These crimes can 
include violation of government laws such as viewing an 
international media outlet, placing a call overseas or even 
practicing another religion. Most of the people sent to 
these camps are innocent and falsely charged with an  
offense.  

Inside these camps, inmates have to go through torturous 
living conditions. They are severely beaten and forced to 
do heavy labor. Women are a target of sexual abuse but 
they cannot raise a voice against this maltreatment.      
Detention centers are also a place for foreign nationals 
who are imprisoned and later used as pawns for political 
reasons. Overall, North Korea is an abyss of torture for its 

34 3 Unforgettable Stories from North Korean Christians - Open Doors USA 
35 U.N. Commission of Inquiry Documents “Systematic, Widespread and Gross Human 

Rights Violations” in North Korea", 2014  
36 "North Korea’s human rights: What's not being talked about", BBC, 2019  
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 citizens and stands as the worst nation in terms of human 
rights violation.36 

 

Afghanistan   

This is an Islamic tribal society where Christians only 
exist in the thousands. Since conversion of Muslims is 
illegal, it usually results in barbaric execution of these 
adherents.  The country is heavily controlled by the     
Taliban, ISIS, and Islamic militants who target minorities 
in the most brutal ways. All in all, this country             
experiences persecution not just by the government; other 
factors such as ethnic antagonism, crime and corruption 
also make it difficult for Christians to survive or practice 
their faith openly.  

As Afghanistan is a tribal society, the citizens of the    
nation lack unity and are mostly engaged in ethnic       
disputes which leads to hostile behavior. People are     
extremely protective about their tribes and go to any 
length to safeguard its honor. Consequently, when a    
person tries to embrace a new way of life, there is        
extreme pressure from family and tribal members. Thus, 
Christian converts cannot express their faith      publicly 
as Islam is the dominant religion in Afghanistan and 
leaving it is considered a shameful and punishable act. 

Like North Korea, Afghanistan is secured by its militants 
which makes evangelism utterly impossible. Christian 
converts have to practice their faith in secret as        
Christianity is considered a Western religion and harmful 
for the Afghan society. Any person who converts is    
considered an apostate and is disowned by the family. 
This is followed by further persecution as new believers 
are thrown into detention centers where they are           
interrogated, starved and forced to work. These are also 
known as re-education camps as they give ideological 
training to the prisoners in an attempt to bring them back 
to Islam. 



 

 

37 "A Story of Persecution in Afghanistan", opendoorsusa.org  

A story of Said Musa, an Afghan Christian convert, 
gained the attention of Open doors when researching 
about Afghanistan. Said Musa was arrested on charges of 
apostasy on May 31, 2010. He spent about nine months in 
prison where he went through extreme persecution.     
During this time, he wrote letters to the international  
community who offered him asylum. Meanwhile, the   
Afghan officials continued to coerce him to leave      
Christianity and return to his Islamic faith. However,   
Musa persevered and was released nine years later. One of 
Musa’s letters states, “I told them I cannot follow Islam. I 
am Jesus’ servant. They pushed me much and much. I 
refused their demands.”37 
 
 

Somalia   

As another country suffering the vices of Islamic          
oppression, Somalia astonishingly only has a few hundred 
Christians in a population of 15,636,000. For years, this 
country has been a target of civil war, tribalism and      
violence perpetrated by Islamic militants. Acceptance of 
Christianity is once again extremely difficult as Somalian 
clans and families threaten, harass and even kill the     
converts. 

Similar to Afghanistan, Islamic militants (more           
dominantly the al-Shabab terrorist organization) control 
the activities of citizens and when they find converts they 
kill them immediately. Families also keep an eye on their 
members to make sure they are not drifting from their 
faith. This makes it difficult for converts to survive as they 
are in danger of being hunted down by the militant groups. 
Somalia has no churches and evangelism is simply out of 
the question. Bibles are also made illegal by the           
government. Somali Christians risk their lives to share the 
gospel of Christ with others.  
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 Todd Nettleton, Chief of Media Relations and Message 
Integration for Voice of Martyrs (a non-profit               
organization that helps persecuted individuals) tells the 
story of a Somali man named Ibrahim who was            
introduced to Christ at a Christian rally in Kenya in 1969. 
He was a policeman who was sent to guard the rally, but 
as he stood there, the words of the preacher pierced his 
heart and he came to accept Christ.  

Ibrahim recognized the passage of the Old Testament as 
something he had read in the Quran. This intrigued him 
and he asked his Christian friend, who was also a pastor, 
why the preacher at the rally taught something from the 
Quran. His search for the truth began and after coming to 
Christ, he began serving as a pastor in Kenya. Ibrahim’s 
burning passion for preaching the gospel to his home 
country led him to plant 22 churches in Somalia.38

 
 

Libya   

The source of persecution in Libya is also Islamic        
oppression as Islam is the main religion and out of 
6,570,000 citizens, there are about 36,200 Christians in 
the country which comprises only a small number of     
actual Libyan Christians as other Christians are just      
immigrants from other countries. The government is   
transitional, which has affected the stability of Libya and 
imposes immense pressure on Muslims who wish to     
accept Christianity as their faith. The coercion is not just 
directed by the government but families of converts also 
force them to return to Islam. Refusal to leave Christianity 
may result in being tortured, kidnapped, sent to detention 
centers or killed by the extremist groups. Women are also 
sexually abused and are forced into prostitution. 

As the government is transitional, there is no source of 
justice for the persecuted. This makes the Christian 
citizens more   vulnerable to punishment by the militant 
groups and           community. Christians have no freedom 
38 "A Somali Christian in Kenya shares his story - Mission Network News", 2019  



 

 
of speech, expression or thought which has resulted in the 
absence of churches and places of worship. In general, they 
face extreme discrimination and abuse, and there is no 
protection of their rights.  

In the recent report published by Open Doors (2021), an 
average of thirteen Christians are murdered everyday. It 
could be that the number of killings is more than what the 
World Watch List suggests as many of the cases go 
unreported. However, a popular story of a Libyan girl 
named Maizah strengthens our faith in God’s ability to 
change lives.  

Maizah was just eight years old when she felt a strange         
curiosity to find out what God looked like and where he 
was. When her mother heard Maizah’s question, she simply 
told her not to question such things as it was “not good”. 
However, Maizah’s curiosity grew with age and a few 
years later, she  received a vision from God that paved the 
way for her salvation. 

Maizah lay alone in her room when she felt someone touch 
her feet. She says: “The room had been dark, but suddenly 
there was a man shining like light. He looked very real to 
me yet I felt I couldn’t touch him. He kept standing next to 
me. I felt happiness in my heart just because of his 
presence. ‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life,’ he said. 
Then he was gone.”  

Maizah did not know what those words meant. Bibles are     
illegal in Libya so she never knew this verse was in the 
Bible. These words remained a mystery to her. Two weeks 
later, a civil war broke out and she moved to Egypt with her 
family. There she became friends with her Christian 
neighbor who shared the gospel with her even while being 
warned by her   relatives not to do so. Despite the danger of 
being caught and arrested, her neighbor told Maizah about 
the word of God and Maizah told her about the vision she 
had seen. The woman was surprised when she heard this 
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 and told Maizah that it was Jesus whom she had seen and 
that there was a Bible verse in which Jesus had said the 
exact same words that she had heard: “I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life.” This is when Maizah came to believe 
in Jesus and found the answer to all her questions. 

Maizah and her family returned to their home country. 
She wanted to meet other believers even though it was 
incredibly risky. She got connected with a Christian   
family who was living their faith in hiding and then 
through them she connected with other Christians and 
kept meeting with them in secret until those believers 
were arrested. This is when she was warned that the     
police were looking for her also and had found notes with 
her name on them. So she fled back to Egypt alone and 
decided never to go back to Libya. 

However, one day, Maizah received a phone call that   
informed her that her mother was seriously ill. Hearing 
the sad news, and disregarding the danger, she returned. 
At the airport her family was waiting for her pretending 
nothing was unusual. When she reached home, she found 
out that it was all a lie to bring Maizah back home. Her 
mom was completely well and there were a lot of men at 
her home. She says, “When I entered my home, my  
mother was standing there. I felt betrayed. One of them 
hit me with his fist in my face. I didn’t answer as I 
thought my brother would protect me. They grabbed me. 
They continued to hit me more and more, but then,   
somehow, I became aware that I was being protected, I 
didn’t feel the pain anymore. They kept on hitting and 
hitting me. I am still bearing the consequences of that 
day.” 

By the end of the torture, the leader of the group of men 
said, “Your name is on a list of people who should be 
killed. I can make you an offer. I can marry you. I have 
three wives; you can be the fourth. If you do this, we will 
forget about all of this.” While Maizah was repulsed at 

39 Searching for God – a story from Libya.-solas-cpc.org. (ref. on next page) 



 

 the idea, she gave in to buy herself some time. Then, one 
day, she asked the man to let her go to the doctor. He took 
her to a hospital in Tunisia and from there she escaped 
and found refuge in a safe house.39  
 

Pakistan  

With a total number of 204,596,000 Pakistani citizens, 
Pakistan boasts a Christian population of 4,015,000. In 
comparison to other countries, Christians in Pakistan have 
a considerable amount of freedom to follow their religion. 
However, this freedom is constantly monitored to ensure 
that the religion does not cross the imposed boundaries. 
There are religious extremist groups that are actively    
engaging in acts of violence, and the government’s     
blasphemy laws are often used to falsely accuse a person 
belonging to a religious minority. Therefore, in spite of 
the relative freedom, publicly declaring one’s faith in 
Christ is still dangerous and life threatening. 

Pakistan’s blasphemy laws are used by religious           
extremists to target Christians and arrest them under false 
allegations. People standing up in support of these        
individuals also come under the danger of being attacked 
and killed. There are many stories from Pakistan that have 
made headlines in international newspapers. Some of 
these include the cases of Asia Bibi and Rimsha Masih, 
that will be discussed further in the next chapter.        
However, in addition to these, there are also many stories 
that remain hidden because of the violence and             
persecution resulting from open retaliation. 
 

Eritrea 

Presently number six on the World Watch List, Eritrea has 
a different source of persecution. With an overall         
population of 5,432,000, Christians make up almost half 
of the population with the other half made up of Muslims 
and other minorities. With freedom of religion,             
persecution is not exercised by any religious group.     
Persecution is the result of the authoritarian government 
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of President Afwerki as it is engaged in excessive human 
rights violation towards Christians in particular.  

Hundreds of Christians who belong to unregistered 
churches are imprisoned or punished. Among these are the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and Pentecostals which are religious 
denominations not popularly recognized in Eritrea.     
Prisoners in the prisons and detention camps are tortured 
by being forced to work for hours on end in commercial 
flower fields, while some are locked up in shipping     
containers under scorching temperatures.  

“They take you outside in the hot sun with nothing to 
make you suffer and leave you out in the cold at night… I 
was praying and God told me, ‘Don’t be afraid. It will 
pass. Stand in your faith’,” said Yohan, an evangelist in 
Eritrea who was imprisoned in 2003 for preaching the 
gospel. Yohan was just eighteen when he was sent to be 
recruited by the army. However, he continued preaching 
God’s word and did not back down in spite of the        
prohibition of evangelism in Eritrea. In 2003, he was 
thrown into jail, where his suffering was not very different 
from how Christians are usually persecuted.  

Yohan stated: “They don’t allow preaching and they don’t 
allow religious movements. They are afraid always if  
people get together in groups… They know if they gather 
to make fellowship, they think it will turn into a        
movement to end their power. They don’t allow very large 
groups of people to gather for any reason.40 

In prison, Yohan was tortured and forced to renounce his 
faith at gunpoint. But Yohan said: “I am nothing, but God 
is Alpha and Omega. I am not afraid of you because 
someday you are going to die, so I’m not afraid to die 
from you.” A year later, he escaped from the prison being 
disguised as a military official with the help of a friend. 
However, he was caught at the border of Sudan and      
imprisoned for three days until he was released. Yohan 

40 I Am Not Afraid of You…One Eritrean Christian's Story of Torture and Triumph by Faith Impris-
oned for Christ | Persecution.org  



 

 
found the Sudanese government to be relatively kinder to 
him and from there he managed to move to Africa until he 
finally came to the United States where he is currently 
living in a safe house.  
 

Sudan  

Yet another country that has dealt with widespread       
Islamic oppression is Sudan. Similar to Libya, the       
government of Sudan has been transitional with a majority 
Muslim population. The total population of the country is 
42,514,000 out of which 1,963,000 are Christians. After 
the independence of South Sudan in 2011, there have been 
massive changes in the government. One prominent 
amendment that has heightened the level of oppression is 
the implementation of the Shariah Law. In 2020, many 
churches were abolished, and Christians were arrested and 
punished. Extremist groups have also attacked Christians, 
especially in the Nubba Mountain region.  

By the end of last year, however, the political changes in 
the country have made a difference. According to an    
article published by Voice of America (VOA),41       
America’s largest international broadcaster, the Muslim 
and Christian religious leaders in Sudan have joined hands 
to establish peace and promote religious liberty. After the 
rule of Omar al-Bashir, things are looking up for the     
Sudanese Christians as the deal signed by the leaders is a 
glimmer of hope. 

 

 

Yemen 

There is an ongoing civil war in Yemen that has made 
survival for Christians even harder than ever. The war has 
given rise to radical Islamic groups that are expanding 
their operations all across the country. Consequently, 

41 Sudanese Christian, Muslim Leaders Agree to promote Religious Freedom , VOA, 2020  
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Christians only have the freedom to follow their faith 
covertly and often have to face extreme violence. There 
are several cases of disappearances, abductions, and  
murders. It is obvious that Muslims who want to convert 
to Christianity frequently have to give away their lives as 
a cost of their faith.  

 

Iran  

Iran, being a Muslim country with Islamic Sharia Law, is 
another place of horror for Christians and they cannot 
practice their faith openly. There are restrictions placed 
on their activities, and evangelism is especially illegal. 
Converts have to face Islamic oppression and even      
attending an underground house church results in an    
arrest.  

Despite the persecution, Iran is home to one of the 
world’s fastest growing churches. The believers are    
courageously sharing the gospel and are vigorously     
distributing Bibles and Christian literature. Even though 
there are very few churches operating, the number of  
underground churches have multiplied all the more.42 
 

India  

Lastly, India has also made it to the top of the list in    
recent years and the stories of persecution have become 
even more frightening. The main religion of India is  
Hinduism, but the source of persecution is Religious   
Nationalism. Since Prime minister Narendra Modi 
became Prime Minister in 2014, there has been an 
increase in  violence and persecution. Hindu Nationalists 
believe that being Indian is equal to being Hindu. This 
cohesion of the   religion with the state has made it 
difficult for other religious minorities to survive 

42 Church Growth In Iran, Elam.com  



 

 
peacefully. They have to face constant discrimination and 
persecution since they are not considered “Indian”.  

These are some of the countries that are currently on the 
2020 World Watch List and have been there for the past 
five to ten years despite the fluctuation in their rankings.43 
North Korea, Afghanistan, Somalia, Libya, Pakistan,  
Eritrea and every other country on the World Watch List 
have many many stories waiting to be told. It is obvious 
that the most common source of persecution in these top 
ten countries and many others is Islamic oppression, 
suggesting the extreme intolerance of this religious group. 
However, we must remember that this intolerance is not 
restricted to a specific religion or group of people. It is a 
mindset that needs to be changed so that the chains of 
injustice can be broken.  

43 2020 World Watch List, opendoorsusa.org.  
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Chapter 5 

Christian Persecution in the  

United States of America 
When comparing religious persecution in America to 
other nations around the world, we are still a relatively 
free society.  We are thankful that freedom of religion is 
still preserved to some extent, but it is being 
compromised in so many instances.  Most Americans are 
surprised to find out that there is religious oppression and 
persecution in America; however, Christian persecution 
IS taking place and is on the rise. 

The American Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ) is a 
politically conservative, Christian-based social activist 
organization in the United States. It is a legal group 
whose mandate is to “protect religious and constitutional 
freedoms”. A short sample of some of their cases in the 
past decade have included:  

• Students in high schools that have been told 

they cannot wear a cross, carry a Bible or 

speak of their faith at school. Many Christian 

after-school clubs have been cancelled simply 

because they are Christian while other faiths 

are allowed to continue to hold their after-

school clubs. 

• High school students have been censored and 

told they cannot mention God or Jesus Christ 

in their commencement speech. 

• Workplace oppression of Christians whose 

jobs are threatened for talking about their 

faith at work, displaying a Bible verse on their 

desk or placing a Bible on their desk. 



 

 
• Companies requiring employees to attend 

“sensitivity” training that forces them to not 

just accept LGBT ideas but must also applaud 

and celebrate them. Refusal to participate is 

just cause for dismissal as is expressing their 

own religious beliefs. Private religious 

convictions are not tolerated. 

• A baker in Oregon was sued by a lesbian 

couple accusing them of a hate crime by 

refusing to bake their wedding cake based on 

their Christian beliefs.  A florist in 

Washington State also experienced being sued 

for the same reason. These cases have often 

resulted in the loss of small businesses. 

• Christian pro-life healthcare professionals 

were forced to participate in abortions at the 

University of Vermont medical facilities.  

• Government attempting to ban churches from 

attending worship services and even singing 

at services while bars, big box stores, and 

more are allowed to stay open during Covid-

19 Pandemic. 

Another form of extreme persecution that has made its 
way into America is honor killings. Honor killings are 
crimes in which (usually) female family members are 
murdered by male family members for bringing shame to 
the family’s honor by, for example, having premarital 
sex, or becoming too “Westernized”, having a boyfriend 
without parental approval, leaving Islam. In some parts 
of the world, honor killings are a major problem. 
However, with the influx of immigrants from many parts 
of the world where this practice is more common it has 



53 

 
been imported into our own country. To what degree, no 
one really knows.  

In 2015 the Senior Fellow of U.S. Center for Advanced 
Studies on Terrorism, Farhana Qazi, stated that the actual 
number of honor killings in the U.S. was higher than the 
reported statistics due to a reluctance to embarrass 
uninvolved relatives of the deceased. 

Following are three cases that made headline U.S. news. 
How many more went unreported? 

• Amina and Sarah Said were the children of 
Egyptian immigrant, Yaser Abdel Said and 
American, Patricia Owens. Both girls were born 
in Dallas, Texas; Amina in 1989 and Sarah in 
1990. One evening in 2008, both girls left their 
home in Lewisville, Texas with their father, Yaser 
Said. Later that day, a call came to 911. The call 
was from Sarah Said. She had been shot nine 
times and told the operator, "My dad shot me and 
my sister! I'm dying!" Their mother claims that 
both girls were killed for having non-Muslim 
boyfriends.  

• Jordanian American, Ali Mahmood Awad Irsan 
was sentenced to death in a Texas court in August 
of 2018 for the murders of Gelareh Bagherzadeh 
and Coty Beavers, Irsan’s Christian son-in-law. 
Bagherzadeh, an Iranian American friend of 
Irsan’s daughter, had encouraged Irsan's daughter, 
Nesreen, to leave Islam and to convert to 
Christianity.  

• In another case, Noor Almaleki was murdered by 
her father because he felt she had become too 
“Westernized”. Wikipedia states, “Amnesty 
International USA stated that the murder was in 
headlines across the United States ‘because it 



 

 happened in Arizona’ instead of a faraway foreign 
country.” 

Another area where Christians in America experience 
persecution and harassment is within the “gig economy” 
if they dare to make it known they are believers. One 
recent example, is of an Uber driver who hangs a cross 
from his rear view mirror and has the Bible verse John 
3:16 on his dashboard. He was verbally abused by his 
riders to the point that while screaming obscenities at 
him, they began pushing him. Only when the driver 
dialed 911, did the riders cease their behavior and exit his 
vehicle.  Somehow, these individuals feel completely 
justified to abuse a Christian in this way.  

As with other types of abuse, religious persecution is 
often behind closed doors and goes undiscovered until the 
victim seeks help. The form of persecution can vary 
widely based upon ethnic and cultural norms. Cases of 
persecution can be very severe when someone converts to 
Christianity and leaves their family’s faith.  Most often 
persecution comes in the form of rejection and/or threats 
of abandonment and violence from family and friends. 
Sadly, it is not uncommon for persecution to also occur in 
the form of physical abuses and even holding a family 
member against their will in order to get them to recant 
their Christian faith.  Some have even been forced to 
return to their country of origin with parents or spouses 
where the laws of their country will not interfere with 
abuse and may even encourage it or worse.  It is shocking 
that in the past decade there are documented cases in 
America of relatives killing their “apostate” family 
member for their conversion to Christianity and thus 
restoring the family’s “honor”. 

Women often have a more difficult time upon conversion 
as some experience various and horrific physical abuses 
simply because they cannot defend themselves and have 
nowhere else to go.  They often have no way to provide 
for themselves outside of their parents’ or spouse’s home. 
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 Many in the international community do not know what 
their rights are in the United States and are fearful to 
contact police and are likely unaware of battered women’s 
shelters or ministries like VOC who can protect and help 
them. 

In the past two years, VOC came to know of three young 
American women who were married to Muslim men here 
in the U.S. These women are being pressured by their 
husbands to become Muslim and have experienced both 
verbal and physical abuses. All three women were offered 
help through VOC, yet they lack the courage to escape 
their abusive husbands. Two of them have young children. 
By becoming more aware of this type of abuse against 
women, we come to realize that there indeed is 
persecution in America. Once we are aware of it, we 
should seek to keep our eyes open for individuals who 
may need our prayers, help and encouragement. 

Below are a few stories of those VOC has helped who 
have suffered persecution because of their Christian faith: 
 

Sam’s Story 

Sam, now a U.S. citizen, originally arrived in America as 
a visitor from a Middle Eastern country.  He had already 
learned a little about Christianity in his own country from 
fellow university students and had a hunger to learn more. 
Through American connections he was invited to visit a 
church service and was so attracted to the gospel that he 
soon became a secret believer. The people of his faith 
community at his job as a dishwasher found out about his 
conversion. He was working and living at the mercy of 
others who threatened and abused him daily.  Not 
knowing his U.S. rights, he believed their threats and was 
abused by being forced to work in their place of business 
up to 18 hours a day, 7 days a week for an unlivable 
wage. During all this time, he faced verbal and physical 
abuse when these people would spit on him, punch or slap 
him, etc. They also informed his family back in his home 



 

 
country of his conversion and his family disowned him. 
Eventually, he went into hiding in an apartment vacated 
by a former acquaintance. But these same people 
threatened to kill him and often came pounding on the 
door to terrorize him.  Sometimes they would leave him 
food in a dirty shoe as if he were a dog. Sam experienced 
severe depression and isolation during this time.  

Sam remembered a Christian friend he had not spoken to 
in over a year and called to ask for help after living 
locked in that apartment for three months.  He was 
emotionally broken where he could only think of dying 
and being done with all the abuse he was facing.  Sam 
had no car, barely any money and his health was failing. 
Sam’s friend knew about Kaleem and his ministry  of 
rescuing and serving persecuted believers. Sam left with 
Kaleem and recovered in a safe house while being helped 
and counseled about his legal rights and possible options 
for his future. He now resides in the state of Florida, has 
become a U.S. citizen, and holds a secure job with a law 
enforcement agency. 

 

Aynur’s Story 

While in America, having been awarded a Diversity Visa, 
Aynur became a Christian through a campus student 
ministry where she attended college.  Students from her 
former faith community became aware of her conversion 
and began to verbally harass her in person and through 
social media sights encouraging others to do the same.  
Once, while walking out of a local grocery store parking 
lot, she was even pulled into a car by a man she did not 
know and driven a few blocks away while being 
threatened with consequences if she would not stop 
following the Christian faith and return to her former 
faith.  Eventually that person released her while still 
inciting future threats. Aynur was understandably very 
frightened. 
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Aynur’s father was in their home country when he was 
informed of his daughter’s conversion.  He quickly came 
to America. Aynur’s father and brother shouted at her 
accusing her of being an apostate. First, they locked her 
inside and beat and threatened her of worse consequences 
for her conversion. They later kicked her out of the 
apartment she shared with her brother who was also a 
student. They told her she was no longer their daughter. 

Aynur went to stay in her boyfriend’s mother’s home. 
Her new location was discovered by students and people 
of her former faith. They frequently drove by the house 
and even posted the address and a photo of the house on 
social media.  Through her boyfriend’s church leadership, 
they came to know about the ministry of Voice of 
Christians and were able to contact VOC seeking help. 
Feeling threatened, she came to stay in a safe house 
provided for her through VOC where she received help, 
counsel and legal advice while recovering from the 
trauma and fear she had experienced. During all this time, 
which spanned several months, she was encouraged and 
befriended by a local church congregation and friends of 
VOC. She became engaged to her boyfriend while 
staying at the safe house. 

Through encouragement and awareness of her legal and 
civil rights, Aynur grew to be a strong citizen and 
believer, daring to reach out to her family with the love 
and grace of Christ. Through her passionate and prayerful 
efforts, she eventually made peace with her parents and 
we are thankful to say that her mother is even reading the 
Bible for the first time in her life. Aynur is now married 
to her Christian boyfriend. She has a great desire to help 
and encourage other girls facing similar circumstances. 
They are part of a local church.  
 

Heather’s Story 

Heather’s parents, originally from Pakistan, lived in the 
Middle East before immigrating to America shortly after 



 

 they married.  Heather was born in Texas. After college, 
she had a successful career in her field of study.  She met 
a Christian man and they began dating. Over the next 
three years, her boyfriend and his family shared the 
gospel with her. They encouraged Heather to explore the 
truth of Jesus Christ. She said, “It took me over two years 
to actually read or study Christianity because, first, I felt 
guilty for reading anything about Jesus and, secondly, I 
did not want there to be a chance of my finding a truth I 
did not already believe in. I knew what leaving Islam 
meant and I was too scared to go there. However, after 
some time, my fiancé encouraged me to at least listen to 
the audio book version of Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus 
by Nabeel Qureshi. So, on a long drive, we decided to 
play it and it changed my life forever. I began to ask 
questions like, ‘How can Jesus be both a prophet and the 
Son of God? How can the Bible and the Quran both be 
right? Surely, it has to be one or the other because they 
both contradict each other.’ So, I began to investigate. I 
listened to almost every debate and video by Nabeel 
Qureshi. Then I began to watch some videos by David 
Wood and RZIM ministries. Everything they said began 
to make so much sense. The more I learned and 
investigated, the more drawn to Jesus I was and the 
further from Islam I went.” 

Heather was eventually convinced of the truth of Jesus 
Christ and became a believer. It took her another two 
months to gather the courage to share with her parents her 
newfound faith in Jesus Christ. They were very unhappy 
but did not disown her as she had feared they might. In 
their anger, they tried to pressure her to recant her 
Christianity and even wanted to take her back to their 
native country of Pakistan so that she could see firsthand 
what it was to be a devoted follower of Islam and, no 
doubt, so their relatives could pressure her as well. She 
managed to avoid going to Pakistan, but then they began 
pressuring her emotionally and verbally to go to other 
countries where she could receive teaching about Islam 
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 and could be disciplined by religious scholars. It was a 
long stressful season of pressure and oppression from her 
family. Heather was very emotionally distressed.  

Through a miraculous connection, Heather came to know 
about Kaleem and the ministry of Voice of Christians. 
VOC was able to offer her counseling and 
encouragement. Eventually, the Lord opened 
opportunities for Heather and her (now) husband to reach 
out to her family who keep swinging back and forth in 
their stance to either accept her or fully reject her. It is 
Heather’s desire to be able to share with others of her 
former faith the hope and peace she has found in Jesus 
Christ. Heather continues her journey of faith by 
practicing Biblical living and sharing her testimony for 
the encouragement of believers. 
 

Levi’s Story of Workplace Oppression 

While Levi was studying to get his master’s degree, he 
supported himself by working as a waiter at an exclusive 
local country club. Levi became closely acquainted with 
those who frequented the club’s restaurant, enjoying 
regular conversations about his studies which centered 
around the teachings of Jesus Christ. Levi was careful to 
confirm that these spiritual conversations about Jesus 
were mutually enjoyed, a fact supported by how his 
regulars requested him to be their waiter whenever they 
dined in the restaurant. 

One day, as Levi went to begin waiting tables, the 
supervisor stopped him and without any explanation told 
him to go wash dishes. Thankfully, within the hour, a 
very prestigious club member requested Levi’s service so 
he was able to return to the dining room. For a month, the 
supervisor attempted to keep Levi away from club 
members. Exasperated, Levi asked the supervisor for an 
explanation. The supervisor explained that the spiritual 
conversations Levi had with those he served made the 
other patrons uncomfortable. They agreed on a 



 

 compromise: henceforth, Levi could wait tables if he 
stopped initiating spiritual conversations. 

To the supervisor’s surprise, he still overheard Levi in 
spiritual conversations at his tables. The next day, a co-
worker warned Levi that the supervisor was asking 
Levi’s tables if he had initiated the spiritual 
conversations. Thankfully, Levi’s regulars had almost 
always initiated the spiritual conversations. Finally, the 
supervisor simply ordered Levi to stop engaging in 
conversations about Jesus, even if his regulars brought it 
up. Planning to be married soon, Levi feared losing the 
income, so he agreed. This satisfied the supervisor for a 
while, until he happened to take an early dinner break 
with the wait staff one night. He realized that even the 
wait staff talked with Levi about the things that Jesus had 
commanded. The supervisor finished quickly and made 
everyone stop eating, finished or not, blaming Levi, 
saying they should have eaten instead of talked. 

For the next week, the supervisor told obscene jokes 
about Jesus around Levi and kept him in the kitchen as 
often as possible until he found an excuse to fire him. He 
fired Levi for refusing to sell alcohol to his regulars after 
they were clearly inebriated. When Levi tried to get a job 
at the competing country clubs in the area, he could not. 
A friend told him that his name had been blacklisted. 
Even so, God provided. After getting married, Levi 
worked in diagnostic imaging at Duke Raleigh hospital 
until he and his family were sent to the foreign mission 
field. 
 
 

CHRISTIANITY IN AMERICA: 
WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD? 

 

Someone wisely said, “Be careful what you pray for, you 
just might get it.”  For some time now, many faithful 
Christians have been praying fervently for revival in the 
Church and a great spiritual awakening to sweep across 
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 America. The answer to such prayers could be on the way 
and come by an unexpected means: persecution. 

Christians follow the Bible as the foundational inspiration 
for their way of life. While the world may have moved 
on, practicing Christians still hold to Biblical living and 
look to the Bible for guidance as to what is right and 
wrong. However, with the legalization of things like 
drugs, gay marriage and abortion holding Biblical beliefs 
is becoming outdated in the modern world. The term 
“sin” is not tolerated or acceptable. A Christian is 
considered either judgmental, self-righteous or an 
extremist if they speak against issues the Bible deems 
sinful. “Political correctness” is the mantra of this age. As 
we have seen in the previous pages, America is moving 
away from God and life will likely become more difficult 
for Christian believers. However, our King has not left 
His throne and His command has not changed! Let us be 
found faithful to the call of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for 
in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.” 

Galatians 6:9 (ESV) 

 

 

• In this particular chapter names of places, regions or individuals have 
been changed for the purpose of protecting their privacy and security. If 
you are interested to learn more about any individual’s story, please feel 
free to contact VOC through email, text or call and we would gladly try 
our best to answer your questions. 
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 Chapter 6 

Paying the Price of Faith 
 

Living and surviving in a climate of fear where one’s 
beliefs and identity are under a constant threat is indeed 
unimaginable. But what happens when the opposition is 
extended or supported by the government itself? Sadly, 
there are many countries where the law allows 
persecution to exist, and there is no hope for justice for 
the victims. 

The story of Asia Bibi, a Pakistani Christian woman, 
attracted the world’s attention in 2009 when she was 
convicted of blasphemy and sentenced to death by a 
Pakistani court. Asia Noreen was a Roman Catholic who 
was born in a rural village in Sheikhupura, Lahore. The 
village, being a poor area, had discriminatory laws 
against the minorities. For instance, there was a caste 
system which did not allow Christians to drink from the 
same utensil that Muslims drank from as Christians were 
considered unclean.  

According to the incident reported,44 Asia was a farm 
laborer who worked for hours harvesting berries in the 
field with her Muslim co-workers. One day, as they 
rested after being exhausted, one of the workers asked 
Asia to bring water from a nearby well. Asia set off to 
fetch water but when she returned, she drank from the jug 
before giving it to them. This enraged the women and 
they hurled derogatory remarks at her to which Asia also 
responded. Five days later, Asia was visited by the police 
who charged her of blaspheming against the Prophet 
Muhammad. Asia was dragged out of her home where a 
mob awaited her. This mob also included the leader of 
the village who had reported her to the police. Asia was 
then beaten publicly and was arrested. After being put on 

44 Asia Bibi: Pakistan's notorious case - BBC News  
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trial, she was sentenced to death and spent nine years in 
prison. 

During this time, extreme religious intolerance loomed all 
over Pakistan, and only a very small number of people 
were seen publicly advocating for her release. Two 
prominent political figures, Salman Taseer, a businessman 
and liberal politician and Shahbaz Bhatti, a Christian 
pastor, showed immense support for Asia’s case. 
However, both were assassinated by religious extremists 
due to their resilience to reform the blasphemy law.45 

Taseer was shot 27 times by his security guard Malik 
Mumtaz Hussain Qadri in the middle of a market in 
Islamabad. The young commando did not show any signs 
of remorse and instead told one of the officials, “The 
punishment of a blasphemer is death.” This barbaric act 
was celebrated by millions, and instead of being 
condemned, he became a hero overnight. Even after his 
trial, he was welcomed by the people with honor and was 
showered with rose petals. However, despite the 
appreciation he was receiving, he was sentenced to death 
and hanged in 2016.46 

In 2018, Asia was finally released but the notorious law 
was not abolished and neither did the grip of religious 
intolerance weaken. The day the news came of her 
acquittal, protests were held all over the country by 
Muslim clerics and other religious political parties such as 
Tehreek-e-Labaik Pakistan (TLP). They blocked roads 
with burning tires and did damage to the country’s 
infrastructure. According to the report published by 
Dawn, TLP protestors also blocked the major railway line 
and roadway in Karachi city.47 

Meanwhile, Asia’s safety became the major concern for 
her lawyer considering the obvious backlash from the 
Muslim extremists after the news of her release.        

45 Pakistan: Asia Bibi and the countless victims of blasphemy laws, DW.com 
46 Asia Bibi's blasphemy verdict: Islamists protest across Pakistan, DW.com 
47 Asia Bibi: anti-blasphemy protests spread across Pakistan, The Guardian  



 

 Right after the release, she was moved out of Pakistan 
and is currently living in Canada. She has even 
published a memoir titled Enfin Libre! which means 
“finally free”. This is written by a French journalist, 
Anne-Isabelle Tollet, who has captured all the 
descriptions of Asia’s sufferings in prison.48 

Similar to the case of Asia Bibi, another case gained 
international recognition in 2012 when Rimsha Masih, a 
14-year-old girl from Pakistan who suffers from 
Down’s syndrome, was also accused of blasphemy.49 
On August 16, 2012, she was arrested for allegedly 
desecrating a copy of the Holy Quran by burning up the 
pages. She was imprisoned, but was later released on 
bail with a surety of one million rupees after the 
Muslim cleric who accused her was found guilty of 
fabricating the evidence.  

As in the case of Asia Bibi or any other persecuted 
believer, Rimsha’s life was at risk even after her 
release. So, to ensure her safety, the Immigration 
Minister, Jason Kenney, was asked if Rimsha could be 
moved to Canada and it was granted. Thus, Rimsha was 
emigrated to another place, although it is still not 
confirmed if it was Canada in order to protect her 
privacy.  

 The cases of Asia Bibi and Rimsha Masih are rare 
instances in which the victims were finally released 
after imprisonment. There are many cases that either 
result in the death of the individual or in prolonged 
cases that last for years. One such story is of Pastor 
Youcef Nadarkhani, a former Muslim, who was 
imprisoned on charges of apostasy and evangelism 
among Muslims.50 He was first arrested in 2012, but 
was released after serving his sentence. He was arrested 
again on Christmas Day 2012, but was again released. 

48 Asia Bibi: Pakistan acquits Christian woman on death row, BBC News, 2018. 
49 Rimsha Masih, Pakistani girl accused of blasphemy, finds refuge in Canada, The Guardian.  
50 Wood, D. Iran  Preparing to Execute Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani for Apostasy, 
Answeringmuslims.com.  
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 In July 2018, Pastor Nadarkhani was beaten and arrested 
and is still in prison.   

Several stories do not make headlines but hold just as 
much importance. We happened to interview some of the 
following persecuted individuals living in Pakistan who 
shared their heart-rending stories. The names have been 
changed to protect the privacy of these people as the 
cases are still ongoing.   
 

 

The Forced Marriage and Conversion of a Minor 
 
In April 2019, a 15-year old Christian girl named Ria 
was abducted from her home by her maternal aunt, 
Shazia. The woman had married into a Muslim family 
and had converted to Islam prior to this incident. With 
evil intent, she took Ria and her brother to her brother-in-
law’s house where Shazia’s husband Ali and his elder 
siblings Usman and Iqra were present. They attempted to 
coerce Ria to convert to Islam and marry Usman. Usman 
is 45 years old and married with three children, the eldest 
of whom is the same age as Ria.  

Upon Ria’s refusal, Usman repeatedly raped her. The 
following day Ria was taken before a false notary public 
officer who created forged documents including a 
certificate of conversion to Islam, a marriage certificate 
and a free will document which all stated that Ria was an 
adult, about 19 years of age, who had converted to Islam 
and had married Usman of her own free will.  

After that, they forcibly put Ria’s thumbprints on the 
documents to have them attested, and she was illegally 
confined. During this time, she was repeatedly assaulted 
by Usman. Fortunately, in May 2019, Usman’s eldest 
daughter helped Ria to escape and she managed to reach 
home.   

Subsequently, after much effort by a pastor who is also a 
human rights activist, Ria’s information was recorded by 
the local police for the first time, who earlier had refused 



 

 to lodge her complaint despite several requests to do so 
by her family. A medical examination determined that 
Ria was only 13-14 years old and had been subjected to 
sexual violence. Usman was arrested by the police, but 
his  accomplices managed to flee and to escape 
prosecution at the time.  

Ria’s court case started two years ago and is ongoing. 
Currently, the trial is at the stage of prosecution evidence 
recording and Ria and her cousin have recorded their 
statements for evidence. Thankfully, Ria was granted the 
court’s permission to reside with whomever she wanted to 
live with.  

In the meantime, Ria’s protection remains of the utmost 
importance. Since the last few court hearings, suspicious 
men have been coming to the court trying to intimidate 
and scare the lawyers as well as Ria’s relatives who are 
supporting her. In the past month, an attempt was also 
made to kill her while she was present in court.  
  

Deeply Embedded Religious Intolerance 

 

A 12-year-old Christian boy named Dawood was attacked 
by his classmate named Waqas along with four or five 
other unknown assailants. Because Dawood used to ask 
the kids in his area to come to Sunday School, Waqas 
attacked Dawood with a knife which ruptured his kidney. 
The ruptured kidney had to be surgically removed.   

The incident was the result of religious intolerance and 
the case was registered as such with the police. The case 
is currently pending under the charge of attempted 
murder. The transfer of the case to a juvenile court is also 
being awaited since the accused is a minor. The first 
lawyer representing Dawood gave the impression that she 
was pursuing the case but never once appeared in court. 
Dawood’s mother has been visiting the court for the last 
two years. Meanwhile, the child continues to live with 
one kidney while the mother hopes for justice.   
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Harassment and Threats of 

Blasphemy to an Ex-Muslim Woman 

A woman named Nazia who belonged to a Muslim 
family married a Christian man about 18 years ago and 
converted to Christianity. Together they have three 
children; two daughters and a son. They raised their 
children as Christians and are regular members of a 
church in Karachi. Since the year 2016, Nazia served as a 
polio worker (similar to a home healthcare nursing 
assistant). 

At the beginning of 2019, Inspector Rizwan, a member of 
the police intelligence, was assigned duty at the same 
polio worker unit where Nazia was working. There, he 
saw Nazia and began directing inappropriate, suggestive 
behavior toward her.  

In February 2019, Rizwan took a photograph of Nazia 
without her consent. Upon finding out, she snatched his 
phone and deleted the picture. After that, he increased his 
efforts to harass her since she had insulted him in front of 
his colleagues. During this time, he somehow found out 
that she was a former Muslim and had converted to 
Christianity after marrying a Christian. This gave him a 
reason to blackmail her and pressure her to return to the 
Islamic faith. He threatened to accuse her husband of 
blasphemy or kill her children if she did not marry 
him. He even sent policemen in disguise to her home to 
intimidate her. 

One day he sent two plainclothes policemen to her home 
who threw some torn pages of the Quran into her house. 
Due to fear of his threats, Nazia was coerced to work in 
Rizwan’s house and take care of his wife who was 
suffering from cancer and was paralyzed and completely 
bedridden. In return, he promised to leave her and her 
family alone, but this did not happen.   

On one occasion, when she went to his house, there was 
no one present. Taking advantage of the situation, 



 

 Rizwan locked Nazia inside and tried to rape her. During 
this time, he took pictures and made a video of her in that 
state after which he let her go. Following this incident, he 
started blackmailing Nazia telling her that he would leak 
her pictures and videos onto the internet and distribute 
them within her community. Also, he started insisting that 
she should resign from her job.   

In March of 2019, his wife passed away, and Rizwan 
continued to harass and blackmail Nazia. During this 
period, he finally coerced her to resign from her job. 
The moment she stepped out of the center after resigning, 
Rizwan, along with his brother and sister, were waiting 
outside in a police car. They forced her into the car and 
took her to Rizwan’s parent’s house in another town 
where they kept her until forty days from his wife’s death 
had passed. (At that point Riswan was considered free to 
marry again.) 

In April of 2019, in the presence of five armed police 
officers and his siblings, Rizwan performed a marriage 
ceremony with Nazia. Rizwan’s uncle posed as Nazia’s 
father and his brother posed as her brother in support of 
the union. Rizwan’s son-in-law, Ali, signed as a witness 
from Nazia’s side. After this, Rizwan moved her to 
his house. During this time, Nazia’s husband filed a 
missing person’s petition with the police to find her.   

In May of 2019, Rizwan took her to the police station and 
made her sign a statement saying that she had left her 
home of her own accord and had accepted Islam by her 
own free will. Shortly after that, she was called to the 
police office where her husband and children had been 
protesting and demanding her release. There she was 
allowed to meet her children, but only in the presence of a 
video camera and police officers which prevented her 
from speaking privately to them.  

After an investigation, Nazia was told to appear in the 
high court on May 27. A lawyer was hired by Rizwan to 
speak on behalf of her. After the proceeding, the judge 
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 ordered Nazia to go to a safe house where she was kept 
for 55 days with her children. During this time, armed 
policemen watched over them, but Rizwan visited daily to 
threaten her. He gave her a phone through a policewoman 
appointed for her safety. This policewoman kept Nazia 
under constant surveillance, even in the bathroom. 
Rizwan threatened her through phone calls to stay quiet 
or he would kill her husband and children.   

After 55 days, she was brought before the judge where, 
out of fear and in order to save their lives from Rizwan, 
she stated that she was a Muslim and she wanted to be 
separated from her family. The judge ordered her release 
and allowed her to go wherever she wished to. Rizwan 
and his siblings escorted her from the court and took her 
to a family member’s home. Here, they kept torturing her 
and often left her starving. They terrorized her day and 
night by telling her that she deserved to die because she 
had left her religion and that they would get her arrested 
in a blasphemy case. She was locked up in a room from 
where she tried to escape twice, but was recaptured and 
punished even more.   

On October 9, Nazia finally escaped. She contacted a 
women’s rights activist who was assisting her husband 
and children. Nazia finally met the activist who reunited 
her with her husband and children. Presently, she and her 
family are living in a shelter. They have no contact with 
the outside world but there is a grave threat to their lives 
and they live in constant fear.  

All these cases are still in process, but we pray that these 
victims of persecution, along with many others, may soon 
find justice and relief from their undeserved suffering.  



 

 

Chapter 7 

Insight Into the Lives                          
of the Persecuted  

Persecuted individuals lead a lonely and isolated life in 
unfathomable terror and we only see a glimpse of it when 
a story is published in the news or on social media. 
However, a major part of the story often goes unnoticed 
amidst the more important details. We seldom learn how 
these persecuted individuals survive during and after their 
persecution, how missionaries and activists rescue them, 
provide shelter and assist in replenishing their lives. 
   

Therefore, two missionaries were interviewed and asked 
to share their personal experiences and they gave an 
insight into the lives of the persecuted. The following 
answers are given by a missionary from the U.S. who has 
served in Pakistan, India and Africa: 
 
 

Question 1: As a missionary to many different 
countries, what different forms of religious persecution 
have you witnessed or heard about?  

“In regard to persecutions that I have witnessed or 
heard of, there have been a number of different 
experiences and observations. My personal 
experiences in these matters have been relatively few 
except in some cases where I have had the police call 
on me in the USA. I was questioned by the police 
because of a complaint about sharing the gospel in 
Pakistan at Karachi University. Also, I was once 
slapped in India. There also have been brothers and 
sisters that I  met who were beaten by their family, 
harassed by neighbors and authorities and ostracized 
by being refused certain jobs.” 
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Question 2: Are there any particular experiences that 
come to mind when you talk about religious persecution?  

“When I think of persecution, I think of the people 
who followed Jesus throughout history and how they 
have been crucified, beaten, imprisoned, burned to 
death and more. In my personal experience, I have 
mainly dealt with having to talk with the police and 
was once actually struck, but I also think of one friend 
here who was beaten severely at his village after 
coming to faith in Jesus Christ.”  

Question 3: In your experience, what are the needs of 
people escaping persecution? In what ways can church 
congregations or individuals help those being persecuted 
and anyone who may have escaped persecution?  

“I know a couple of people who have escaped 
persecution either by fleeing the country or being 
exiled and they may need practical help (food, water, 
household goods, etc.) but I find the greatest need of 
persecuted believers is discipleship. 

“People should learn to expect persecution (John 
15:20, 2 Timothy 3:12).They should learn why it is an 
honor to suffer in Jesus’ name (Acts 5:41) and how to 
suffer well (Matthew 5:44-45, Acts 16:25). The Church 
can help persecuted believers by ministering to them in 
word and deed, and by not being ashamed to be 
around them despite their persecutions.”(2 Timothy 
1:8,16-18) 

Question 4: How has the Church failed to help those from 
other religions who have accepted Jesus? Does the fear of 
persecution stop the Church from helping or giving 
shelter? 

“Those who are already Christians have at times failed 
to receive those who have come to faith from non-
Christian backgrounds by being unwilling to associate 
with them out of fear and/or suspicion. Sadly, fear 



 

 
often keeps believers from readily receiving new 
brothers and sisters in the Lord (Acts 9:26) and so 
there needs to be believers like Barnabas who will 
welcome them into the family of God and introduce 
them to others (Acts 9:27). As a whole, fear will keep 
people from being willing to help others, but God’s 
love (2 Corinthians 5:14) will enable the body of Christ 
to serve their persecuted family as they should (2 
Timothy 1:16-18).”  

 
The same questions were asked of a female missionary/ 
women’s rights activist from Pakistan who is running 
shelters for the new believers.  

Question 1: As a missionary to many different countries,  
what different forms of religious persecution have you 
witnessed or heard about? 

“First, when families find out that their loved one has 
taken a new path for themselves, they disown them. 
According to Islam, a convert to Christianity is an 
apostate and is liable to be killed. Therefore, these 
individuals have to leave their homes and find a safe 
shelter for protection. If their workplace finds out, 
they lose their job and are in need of a new one. Often, 
they are falsely accused of robbery or other crimes, so 
we have to bail them out of court. They cannot 
worship in a safe environment because everyone 
knows that Sunday is the day of worship for 
Christians, so it is difficult for them to join the church 
service on Sundays, especially if it is an entire 
family. Therefore, we keep another day of worship for 
them and create a secure worship place which we keep 
changing during the initial stages. When they are 
thrown out of their homes we have to provide them 
with clothing, bedding, lodging, and food deliveries, 
especially, must be made on a daily basis.”  

Question 2: Are there any particular experiences that 
come to mind when you talk about religious persecution? 
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“There are different ways in which people face 
religious discrimination in Pakistan, and especially so 
when you are a preacher.  It is really difficult to find a 
home. My family and I have lived in the church 
compound since the beginning, but there was a time 
when we had to move out. When we were looking for a 
house, there were many places where houses were 
available. But when the contract was nearly finalized, 
they found out I was a pastor and they stepped back.  

“Similarly, my friend started a nursing institute. 
Everything was established there, and the place was 
renovated completely. We have another friend who 
has a van which has a cross and a Bible verse written 
on it. So, we were using the van to move stuff. After 
two to three trips to the area, when the people saw us 
they started protesting. They complained that we were 
Christians and were going to establish churches and 
start our missionary work there. They pressured the 
landlord to evacuate us. This happened in Lucknow 
Society, Korangi. We met with local political and 
religious leaders, but they refused to help and insisted 
on our evacuation of the place. My friend experienced 
a lot of loss and I saw her pain as I helped her out.   

“When you go to various places as a pastor and people 
find out that you have a Bible, they arrest you and ask 
questions regarding why you are spreading the word 
of God. They also accuse you of being an American 
agent. This is frequently experienced by missionaries 
and a lot of students who are learning to evangelize.  

“Meanwhile, schools are also a place where 
discrimination is actively taking place. There are very 
few Christian schools. Christian children face a lot of 
discrimination. When they go to school, they are not 
allowed to go to the bathrooms or drink water from 
the same tap. When I went to Khuzdar, Quetta for 
evangelism, I found out that Christian children were 
not going to school. I asked the people why they 



 

 
couldn’t go, despite some of them being financially 
equipped. They said that their children were forcibly 
being converted to Islam so the Christians collectively 
decided not to send their children to study in those 
schools. Instead, they now homeschool their children and 
give them religious education.   

“It is not a problem to have a church and conduct worship 
in the church buildings. But it is an issue if prayer and 
worship meetings are held in houses or anywhere outside 
the church premises. Especially in slum areas, which are 
surrounded by  Muslims, worshipping in a house is a 
matter of concern so that voices cannot be heard. In 
general, it has become very difficult for Christian families 
to find a home because Muslim owners and neighbors do 
not want Christian worship to be held in houses. As 
pastors, when we go to pray in such areas, the people 
constantly warn us to sing hymns in a low voice so that it 
is not audible to the people outside. 

“Once, while we were distributing religious books for 
children in a city, they were confiscated because they had 

illustrations of prophets like David and Adam in them. So, 
the police caught us and seized our books under the 

charge of blasphemy because it is considered blasphemous 

to draw pictures of prophets in Islam. So, Church leaders 
explained that they were Christian books 

for Sunday school to tell stories to children. After three 
days of many difficulties, we were finally freed from jail.”  
 
Question 3: In your experience, what are the needs of people 

escaping persecution, and how has the Church failed in 
helping the persecuted? 

“The Church has often failed because it does not 
participate in efforts of outreach due to fear. There are 
individuals who do this independently, like us. We are not 
supported by any church. Most of the churches are shying 
away from taking this pivotal step. If they are fearful and 
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not ready to reach out to Muslims by sending 
missionaries and evangelists to minister to them or 
going to pray for the sick, how will the Muslims or 
people of other religions get to experience the love of 
Christ? They must take the initiative to make shelters 
and separate places of worship and teach the 
congregations to open their homes for these new 
believers. If they do not rise up in support of these lost 
souls, they will only suffer more. Therefore, 
Christians must help these converts, even when they 
require legal assistance, accommodation or any kind 
of support.” 
 
The answers given by these missionaries testify of how 
the Church is often failing in many parts of the world to 

bring the gospel to unbelievers and how it needs to make 
more efforts to rescue persecuted believers. Thousands of 
people are losing their lives for Christ. If the Church 
doesn’t rise up to their aid and unite in prayer, 

Christianity in many parts of the world may cease to 
exist. 



 

 

Chapter 8 

The Role of the Church 
The persecution around the world is a constant reminder 
of the central message of the Bible, that the world is evil 
and the only way we can find everlasting peace is through 
the sacrifice of the Son of God. However, Jesus’ 
instructions in John 15:20 (NKJV), “Remember the word 
that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute 
you.” are often misunderstood. Some believers think that 
since Christ was persecuted and killed, every Christian is 
bound to experience suffering and they must not raise 
their voice against the injustice or stand up for their 
persecuted brothers and sisters. However, this is not how 
it should be. 

It is indeed an honor to lay down our lives for Jesus, but 
it is not an idea that should be glamorized. It must not be 
taken as the final destiny of every Christian as that can 
only create more apathy in the community. Jesus was the 
spotless lamb of God, yet he was also hated, betrayed, 
accused, beaten and killed mercilessly. However, unlike 
other persecution stories in the Bible, Jesus’ suffering 
became an everlasting source of redemption and a hope 
of restoration. This explains why the notion of 
persecution is not foreign to Christianity. 

The hatred almost seems normal, since that was how our 
Lord was treated; but as Christians, we are called to do 
greater things than just lamenting over loss or living in 
fear. We are called to live courageously and share the 
gospel around the globe despite the growing danger of 
persecution. Also, along with this bravery, we are 
required to show immense support and love to our fellow 
believers who are in chains and yearn for the gospel of 
the Lord. Even though they may be geographically 
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distant, we need to stay connected to them in spirit 
through prayer. 

Therefore, it is imperative to understand our role as the 
Church and to embrace our individual calling at the same 
time. We must understand that every decision we make 
can affect the Church as a whole. This is why a single 
effort on our part to help suffering believers can leave a 
huge impact, no matter how small our contribution may 
be. 

1 Corinthians 12:24-26 (NKJV) says, “But God 
composed the body, having given greater honor to 
that part which lacks it, that there should be no schism in 
the body, but that the members should have the same care 
for one another. And if one member suffers, all the 
members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all 
the members rejoice with it.” 

The Bible compares the Church of God to the glorious, 
resurrected body of Jesus Christ. It reminds us that the 
Church is not a building constructed with brick and 
mortar, but an active and functioning body of Christ that 
has been freed from the chains of sin and death. With 
every individual fulfilling the role of some part of the 
body yet simultaneously being connected in unity, we are 
given the task to exhibit the image of God in which we 
were created, before the one act of disobedience 
corrupted the entire creation. We are called to represent 
restoration, healing and redemption that the actual body 
of Christ showcased after the resurrection. Thus, it is 
imperative to fully grasp the truth that we are one body, 
functioning together to bring glory to the name of God. 

This model was perfectly displayed by the early Church 
in the book of Acts 2:42-47 (NKJV): “And they 
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.  Then 
fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 



 

 
were done through the apostles. Now all who believed 
were together, and had all things in common,  and sold 
their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, 
as anyone had need. “So continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 
house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of 
heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. 
And the Lord added to the Church daily those who were 
being saved.” 

The disciples supported each other and welcomed new 
believers into a life of comfort and love. Even when 
persecution came their way, they gathered together in 
prayer for their fellow brothers and sisters in Christ and 
did not give up on their faith in fear of persecution. The 
living conditions were equally difficult back in that day 
as believers were publicly executed and imprisoned. Yet, 
despite the danger and challenges, the disciples continued 
to  live in faith and unity. 

In addition to taking care of each other’s spiritual and 
emotional needs, they also made sure that everyone had 
food and shelter and were not deprived of any basic 
necessities. They clearly understood that meeting the 
physical needs was just as important as their spiritual 
requirements, so they provided for every believer to help 
them fight poverty and other daily struggles. Unity was 
not only practiced in word but also in deed, and so the 
Church flourished and increased in number because of 
the love of God in the midst of them. 

While the early Christians worked towards building each 
other up, they dealt very wisely with the persecution 
coming at them. They sought refuge in the Lord and 
prayed unswervingly, knowing that the greatest judge 
was their Lord seated in heaven.  

One such incident in the Bible where we can see how the 
disciples dealt with persecution is found in Acts 12:1-25. 
After the killing of James, the brother of John, Herod 
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arrested Peter and threw him into prison where he was 
guarded by four squads of soldiers.  

While Peter was in confinement, the Church spent time in 
constant prayer and had faith that only God could deliver 
him from the jaws of death. And so, the night before 
Peter’s trial, an angel appeared in prison and commanded 
him to rise up. Immediately the chains that were tied 
around his hands were broken and Peter followed the 
angel out of the prison cell.  

Thus, the power of prayer freed Peter from death even 
though the situation seemed quite hopeless during the last 
hours. This reveals to us that persecution can be out of the 
realm of our control sometimes, but God can always 
make a way for his people. The Bible says, “The effective 
fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” James 
5:16 (NKJV) Therefore, while practical steps to assist 
persecuted individuals are important, it is imperative to 
remember them in prayer and place our requests before 
God, who is a righteous and merciful judge. 

Today, many of us are failing to practice the same love 
and unity that the Early Church exemplified. Excluding 
some missionaries who strive to spread the gospel of God 
and participate in global outreach, most of the Church 
clergy is shying away from their duties. This is largely 
due to the fear of persecution or apathy towards the idea 
of suffering. As mentioned above, in many cultures the 
notion of persecution is accepted as the ultimate fate of  
Christians. This is a completely wrong belief and must be 
eradicated by teaching a gospel that builds the Church up 
and launches the believers into action. The truth is that 
the body of Christ is made for redemption and deserves to 
thrive with the freedom to practice its faith. Even if the 
demonic forces in this world try to curb the freedom of 
believers, it is important to keep preaching the gospel so 
that the name of Jesus receives all the praise and glory. 



 

 
Therefore, in this pursuit to put an end to persecution, we 
require the support of the leaders and need to unite in 
prayer for the persecuted believers all over the world. We 
also need to instill the following values and teachings in 
the Church to create unity in the body of Christ so that 
our persecuted brothers and sisters are not neglected; in 
order that those who wish to come to Christ, may find 
Jesus’ love and support manifested through our actions. 

 

HOW CAN WE HELP AS A CHURCH? 

Provide Living Accommodation 

When any individuals decide to accept Jesus as their 
savior, they come under the danger of persecution. They 
are most likely to be disowned by their families and have 
a security threat. Therefore, the biggest need for these 
individuals is a safe place for shelter where they have 
clothes to wear and enough food for each day. 

Sometimes an entire family may be under threat. In this 
situation, a larger place is required where all family 
members can live freely. Also, in addition to food and 
clothing, it must be ensured they have electricity and 
water. The Church needs to provide accommodation and 
assistance for at least six to twelve months until the 
persecuted believers are relocated to a safer place. With 
the facility of safe houses offered by the churches, it is 
also important to keep our own doors open for persecuted 
believers to seek help. Contacting a safe house may not 
be instantly possible. We can give them temporary shelter 
from their lives of persecution. 

Financial Assistance 

Given the grave threat to their lives, persecuted people  
may not be able to provide for themselves or their family. 
So, as stated above, the Church must provide them with 
meals, clothing and other necessities for their survival. 
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There should be enough supply of these needs so that the 
believers don’t feel neglected and deprived. Depending on 
the number of members in a family, food must be provided 
in great amounts and this should readily be checked so that 
no one is left starving. 

Acceptance, Affection and Encouragement 

For the persecuted individual, hostile treatment and hatred 
can have a traumatic impact on their lives. Additionally, 
leaving one’s family and hometown can leave them with 
no sense of belonging except the belonging they have 
found in Christ and in their new Church family. The body 
of Christ needs to safeguard their mental and emotional 
health by creating an atmosphere of love and affection and 
making them feel at home. Although it is not easy to 
immediately put an end to the effects of trauma, our 
constant encouragement and positivity can ensure their 
recovery and help them overcome their grief. 

Spiritual Guidance and Motivation to Grow in Faith 

With the existing needs, it is important not to forget the 
reason why they risked their lives and left behind their 
homes. Therefore, we must encourage them to pray and 
learn more about the word of God; reminding them that 
there is a great reward awaiting them in heaven. It is vital 
to give them the teachings of Jesus and help them grow 
more in faith and knowledge. In order to do this 
effectively, Christian literature, Bibles and opportunities 
for worship must be made so that they can grow in the 
love of God and find hope in His promises. Pastors, 
Christian teachers and other members of the clergy must 
make themselves available to answer the questions of these 
new believers who might be struggling to understanding 
the word of God. 

 

 



 

 
Provide Free Legal Assistance 

As we have read about in the stories of persecuted 
Christians, in many cases the families of converts try to 
get them imprisoned. Married men or women may lose 
custody of their children and may have to pay frequent 
visits to the court. To deal with this, they need Christian 
lawyers, activists and humanitarians to step forward to 
aid them. We  need believers who are in the professional 
field, to fight against this injustice so that with their 
efforts, we may free the persecuted believers from 
imprisonment and the threat of being killed. 

 

Keep Our Doors Open for Them 24/7 

All in all, the Church needs to keep its doors open at all 
times so that those in need can reach out to them. Many 
new believers silently suffer because churches do not 
allow them to join the services or save them from their 
circumstances. They hesitate to step forward and stand up 
for themselves because they fear they will not receive 
any support from their fellow believers. Therefore, the 
Church needs to reassure them by providing support with 
outstretched arms. We need to welcome them with love 
so that they may see the image of God through the body 
of Christ that He has called us to be. 

Let us join hands in prayer from whatever corner of the 
world we are living in and break the chains of 
persecution that have been binding our brothers and 
sisters. Let us also rejoice that while temporarily being in 
chains bodily, our souls have been saved eternally by the 
sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed, the road of 
righteousness is narrow and difficult to go through, but 
these sufferings are fleeting in comparison to the 
everlasting joy that awaits us in heaven.  
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“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded  
by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily 
ensnares us, and let us run with endurance 

 the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, 
 the author and finisher of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
 

Hebrews 12:1-2 (NKJV) 



 

 

Chapter 9 

Enter Into the Story of the                      
Persecuted Church: A Call to Action 

 
“Indeed all who desire to live godly lives 
in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” 

2Timothy 3:12  
The Bible and history of Christianity tells us that 
persecution let miracles happen and helps multiply the 
Church. The early Church faced great persecution and as a 
result it also produced large growth. In the book of Acts 
4:18 & 5:40-42, we learn that the church grew in the face of 
persecution. While the Jewish leaders were threatening the 
apostles Luke writes, “And more than ever believers were 
added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women." 
Acts 5:14 (ESV) When Saul began persecuting the Church, 
the Book of Acts 8:1, 4 (ESV) says, 1"And there arose on 
that day a great persecution against the Church in 
Jerusalem, and they were scattered throughout the regions 
of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 4Now those who 
were scattered went about preaching the word." We see 
many accounts of Church growth as a response to 
persecution and opposition to the gospel. 

My name is Kaleem Javed and I am the Founder of Voice 
of Christians, Inc. (VOC). I am sharing my testimony of 
how Father God led me to faith in Jesus Christ as my 
Savior and then through post-conversion sufferings and 
persecution. God has paved my path not only to 
purposefully endure through persecution, but to bear fruit 
and become a source of help and hope in Christ Jesus for 
those who are persecuted. 

Currently,  I live in the beautiful state of North Carolina. 
Professionally I am a civil engineer, and I have worked in 
the construction industry for 23 years. I am serving with the 
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ministry of VOC (www.voiceofchristians.org) which 
focuses on Rescue, Refuge and Replenishment of the 
faith of persecuted believers. VOC exists to serve and 
encourage persecuted believers and especially Christian 
converts whose persecution comes from their choice to 
follow Jesus. 

I am married to my soulmate, Ramona Javed, and 
together we have four God-given children. Ramona and I 
have dedicated ourselves to follow God’s plan for our 
lives and have found a special place in His plan. We 
know that God desires to awaken the Church to His plan 
and for those in the Church to discover their part in 
bringing His kingdom to reality. 

When Ramona and I came to America, we had but one 
child; however, we did not exactly come to America, we 
ESCAPED. My family and I are immigrants and were 
granted asylum by the United States based on religious 
persecution we suffered in our home country of 

Pakistan.  Through this persecution, I learned to survive 
and overcome the aftermath of trauma. Because of this, 
Ramona and I have been blessed with a burden to serve 
the persecuted and the oppressed. I have devoted my life 
to follow that purpose. 

“I am an apostate.” This is what the majority of people 
in my native country believe; thus charging me deserving 
of death and that is just because of my decision to follow 
Christ.  

In my Muslim life I was praying, fasting, offering help 
and charity, intending to offer Hajj, going to madrassa, 
studying Arabic, and Quranic law: these are the basic 
mandates out of an abundance of rules, regulations and 
laws by which a Muslim has to live. Almost every 
morning I woke up very early to the sound of Adhan 
(citywide loudspeaker call to prayer) and offered early 
morning prayer before starting my daily chores. 



 

 
Being born and raised in Pakistan by a deeply religious 
and influential Muslim family, I was devoted to Islam 
following the pillars of the Islamic faith. I went to the 
Islamic madrassa (school) for several years of my early 
life to learn and read the Quran in the Arabic language. 
(My native language is Urdu.)  

Being born into that kind of family and culture was not 
only a privilege but also came with a sense of 
responsibility to lead others around me by example. It 
was terrifying to think that any of my acts might 
displease Allah. That possibility kept me moving in a 
pursuit to accumulate a lot of good deeds. Often times I 
offered Tahajjud and Ishraq prayers in addition to the 
regular prayers offered five times a day. Tahajjud starts a 
little after midnight, Ishraq starts just as the sun rises. My 
early life was a mix of emotions as at times I pushed 
myself hard to follow Islam and then other times I just 
desired to be a typical teenager and human being trying to 
squeeze every drop of joy from this earthly life.  

Growing up I saw the treatment of Sibou, the only 
Christian person I had ever known during my early 
Muslim life. She was one of our maidservants who 
cleaned the restroom areas of our home. Only Christians 
are given such lowly jobs. My family cared for her, but I 
was also told to keep a “safe” distance from her. Sibou 
was considered “unclean” because she was a Christian. 
Therefore, she had separate eating and drinking utensils 
that were kept on the back steps and never to be near 
ours.  Instead of threatening to call the police when we 
misbehaved, my mother and other mothers in the 
neighborhood, quite often used Sibou to scare us. Sibou 
was abused because of her unusual appearance and 
became the butt of jokes and ridicule and superstitions. 
All of that developed in me a deep curiosity to know 
about her life and how she lived. It also developed 
compassion in my heart to help her and care for her 
(which I was able to do after I became a believer myself). 
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At school, due to my ideologies and radical approach to 
live an honest and hard-working life, I was named 
“hathora group” (hammer group) though as an individual, 
I was not associated with or leading any group. I was also 
sent to madrassa (Islamic school) for several years to 
receive religious education along with the ability to read 
and recite the Quran. I believed in Jinns (demonic spirits 
and angels who rebelled) and astrological superstitions 
such as meteorites are cast at the devil and oaths by the 
stars and planets. These can be found in Quranic Surahs 
(chapters) 56:75, 74:32-33, 85:1-3, 53:1. The doctrine of 
Jinn and their various kinds can be found in Surahs 113, 
114. 

I can recall two significant events in my childhood. One 
event was of my fifth grade teacher, an imam and Muslim 
scholar known for his expertise in Sharia Law and 
healing power. He told me, after reading my palm, that 
people will trust me and believe in me. Later in middle 
school another teacher of mine told me the same thing. 
When I shared this with my dad, seeking his opinion, to 
my surprise, he also said the same thing. Another event, 
at age 11 years old, was my study of the Old Testament 
through a correspondence school under a disguised 
identity and miraculously undiscovered by my family or 
anyone else. I completed that course by achieving 100% 
marks on my tests but never pursued further studies. 

In 1990, I learned that one of my sisters had married a 
man unknown to my family, making her own choice and 
had left home for good. My family had no connection 
with her until 1995 when I got my first job in the same 
city where she was supposedly residing or better said 
“hiding.” Within a few months of my stay in that city, I 
came to know the whereabouts of my sister and also 
learned that she probably had become a Christian which 
was absolutely heartbreaking news to me – heartbreaking, 
painful, upsetting and also annoying. 



 

 
In my distress, I attempted to pressure her to repent and 
come back to Islam.  I tried to use every possible means 
to threaten her to give up her Christian faith, contacting 
Muslim clerics and obtaining Fatwas (a religious decree) 
against my sister. Those Fatwas entertained instructions 
that it is every Muslim’s duty to kill even their most 
beloved family member if he or she converts to any other 
religion. It said, “IF THEY DON’T COME BACK TO 
ISLAM, NOT ONLY WILL THEY BE KILLED, BUT 
THEY WILL GO TO HELL FOREVER!” 

I was inconsolable. My sister challenged me by saying, 
“Yes, you can kill us, but before you do, perhaps you 
should ask Allah; if he is the true God and creator, then 
he should guide you in what to do rather than these 
clerics.” 

That was the beginning of a seven year long, painful 
search for a true God who cares and loves His followers 
and answers them. All in vain - no answer for four years, 
though I prayed more and more honestly and intensively 
to Allah for an answer and resolution.  

Then one day my sister dared to call me and gave me a 
challenge to start praying to the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob for an answer. She begged me to include that 
prayer among all the other ways of prayer I was 
exploring and to earnestly seek an answer from a true 
Creator. My sister knew I never refused a challenge. I 
spent years seeking and praying and asking the true God 
to show Himself to me.  I studied many other religions, 
and during this time I wandered away from Islam.  It was 
my intention to prove that Christianity was NOT the true 
faith. I did not even try to explore Christianity.  It was 
not in my heart at all to become a Christian, though I 
always believed that there was a Creator.  I had no peace 
and was in much distress with a great hunger to find the 
true God Who, in fact, loves His creation, mankind, and 
Who still speaks to His creation. I was tossed like a leaf 
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in the wind looking for the right direction. I was already 
trying every possible avenue to find the true God and 
started to pray to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

I lost my health and could feel myself dying. At the age 
of 27, I weighed about 95 pounds.  I was in a lot of pain, 
pushing and forcing myself to live through each day, 
desiring to die, yet trying to live. Then one cold February 
day, when I found no energy left in myself to continue 
working, I left my job that afternoon and went to my 
room.  I sat down on my bed, feeling as if I were sitting 
on my death bed.  I started weeping and crying and 
praying alone in my room to the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, to Bhagwan, Avatar, Buddha, or even Allah, 
"Whoever you are, why have you abandoned me? Why 
don’t you give me an answer? If I die at this moment, 
how can you judge me without giving me knowledge of 
the truth?" 

This happened on February 2, 2002 – the day I will never 
forget.  Suddenly, I heard a voice saying, “Come to Me.”  
I didn’t pay any attention to it, but then again, I heard the 
voice say, “Come to Me”.  When I heard the voice a third 
time, I felt there was someone in my room. I opened my 
eyes and saw a Person clothed in white.  He was covered 
in glorious magnificence, looking so bright and holy.  He 
repeated “Come to Me.” and His hands opened and 
stretched towards me. I was so scared, surprised, and in 
shock that I could not move.  At last, that holy, 
enlightened Personality took steps toward me.  He came 
and placed His hands on my head while saying, “I AM 
THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE. COME TO 
ME AND I WILL BLESS YOU WITH ETERNAL 
PEACE AND LIFE.”  

It seems impossible, but I could literally feel His hands 
on my head and something transforming in my body, 
taking all the deep pain, sorrow, and hopelessness away 
and replacing it with deep peace and joy.  As His hands 



 

 
were placed on my head, I could feel the change of my 
heart and soul. I could feel a kind of inner newness in my 
body and knowledge about the Creator. Then He walked 
away from my room. I was left feeling very calm, quiet, 
and with a very clear mind. All the pain was gone. 

Half an hour after that holy encounter, I went to go see 
my sister’s family. As I entered my sister’s home and 
saw my brother-in-law, I started sharing my experience 
excitedly. All of them surrounded me and as soon as I 
finished telling them about my experience, my brother-in
-law went to a shelf, picked out a book and showed me 
the same words I heard spoken to me in my room.  He 
read John 14:6 and I started praying to Jesus for His 
gracious mercies. I felt I knew Him; that I’d known Him 
forever. I knew Him from my mother’s womb, I knew 
Him even before I was formed in my mother’s womb; I 
had no confusion or question left in my mind or soul. 
Every obstacle was removed; my thoughts became clear 
and I felt I had a new life full of energy. I wanted to 
shout “Halleluiah!” as loud as I could. I wanted to praise 
Him! I wanted to serve Him! I wanted to adore Him! I 
wanted to glorify His name! I became a Christian that 
very moment and was baptized secretly on April 4, 2002, 
in Karachi, Pakistan. 

That was not only the start of my new life in Christ and 
journey of faith, but also the start of an era where I now 
carry my cross in my pursuit to follow Him. I had to face 
hatred and abuse because I was no longer offering or 
following Islamic creeds. I survived persecution in 2003, 
2005 and 2008. On those occasions my family and I were 
targeted, attacked and ruined. It was Jehovah God’s 
amazing grace that helped us survive and thrive.  There is 
a saying, “Before God makes a man, He breaks the man.” 
God taught me and gave me passion and vision to serve 
persecuted believers through my very own experience.  
In 2005 I was able to start a Christian non-profit ministry 
to help and serve persecuted converts. 
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In 2010 after our first child was born, I was targeted and 
attacked by a Jihadist organization.  Two young men 
holding ak-47 weapons and intending to kill me, kept 
asking, “Where is Kaleem? Who is Kaleem?”  I was 
indeed standing in front of them but they were unable to 
identify me! I have no other words but these: He is 
mighty, He can blind lions, He can turn powerful flames 
of fire into a cold mist.  He did the same for me. Amen. 

My home and workplaces were targeted and attacked. 
Fatwas were posted and published. My wife Ramona, our 
infant son, and I were constantly hiding for our lives, 
praying to Father God for courage to embrace His will 
for our lives while testifying for Him. God brought 
prophetic direction and commanded us to emigrate to 
America with my family and provided us with 
miraculous arrangements to do so. My family and I 
moved to the U.S. late in 2010 and were granted asylum 
in 2011 based on religious persecution. 

Dear followers of Christ, by going through the valley of 
the shadow of death, God has not only taught me to love 
and serve His people, but has also equipped me with this 
unique gift to rescue them.  God has continued 
accomplishing His will and plan, in and through my life, 
by bringing persecuted believers across my path in the 
United States. Over the course of these past years God 
has used me extensively to rescue and serve many 
converts locally within the United States and in Pakistan 
(remote help).  This has resulted in the start of a formal 
ministry here in the U.S. to serve the persecuted. This 
Ministry is called Voice of Christians. 
(www.voiceofchristians.org) 
 

“For this you were called,  
because Christ also suffered for us, 

leaving us an example,  
that you should follow His steps.” 

1 Peter 2:21 (NKJV) 



 

 
As the darkness rises all around us, it is easy for believers 
to see that the stage is being set for the end times and 
that, as prophesied, suffering for believers will increase 
as we await the glorious return of the Messiah. Let us not 
forget that Christ has asked us to follow in His footsteps. 
He is preparing us, His people, to carry our cross. He is 
asking for action; not merely words. We are all “called to 
action” for His glory.  

God, in his sovereign love, grace, and knowledge allows, 
and even ordains, persecution for His children. For Father 
God it is a personal matter.  Those who suffer oppression 
are His sheep, His children, His body. He will never 
forget their suffering. Neither must we. 

"Continue to remember those in prison as if you were 
together with them in prison, and those who are  
mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering." 

Hebrews 13:3 (NIV) 
 

We hope this booklet has inspired you to learn more 
about the persecuted church. There are many ways to 
inform and educate yourself. Please visit the VOC 
website at www.voiceofchristians.org. In addition to 
VOC, there are other organizations that also endeavor to 
help the persecuted; some of these are Open Doors, Voice 
of the Martyrs, Jesus for Muslims, Barnabas Fund, 
Operation World, and Help the Persecuted.  

After reading this booklet and learning the courageous 
stories of persecuted believers, you might be asking, 
“What can I do to help?” We have listed a few practical 
ways to get involved in serving those who deserve our 
best: 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.voiceofchristians.org
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JOIN US AND TAKE ACTION 

After learning about the persecuted Church, you 
might be asking, “What can I do to help?”            
Below are a few practical ways you can make a 
difference. 

P.R.A.Y.* 

Our first “Call to Action” is prayer. What do you think 
the number one request from persecuted Christians is? 
You might be surprised to hear it’s not financial support, 
or even Christian materials—it’s prayer. The persecuted 
Church understands the power of prayer and they 
desperately need us to stand with them in this way. Our 
first “call to action” is always to pray. Make a 
commitment to pray for the persecuted Church by 
keeping yourself informed on what God is doing in and 
through suffering believers around the world. 

P - PERCEIVE 

Open your eyes to Christian persecution. To stand with 
our persecuted brothers and sisters, start learning what 
they face for following Jesus. We need to see more 
clearly. We need to perceive how our Christian brothers 
and sisters are suffering around the globe. 

R - RECOGNIZE 

What does God say about persecution?  We see the call in 
Scripture to suffer with our fellow believers, but it might 
still feel like a foreign concept. After all, these are people 
we have never met and likely never will, yet the word of 
God says, "Remember the prisoners as if chained with 
them—those who are mistreated—since you yourselves 
are in the body also." (Hebrews 13:3) 

A - ACKNOWLEDGE 

What does Christian persecution have to do with me? 
There aren’t two churches—a persecuted Church and a 



 

 
free Church. There is only one Church, with Christ as the 
head. That means when you talk about the body of 
believers, you and your persecuted brothers and sisters 
are one and the same. We are them. They are us. One 
Church. God has called us to stand with and support our 
brothers and sisters. While it’s true that much of the 
persecuted Church is half a world away, hearing their 
stories can change the way you think and live here in the 
U.S. 

Y - YIELD 

Be still and pray for God’s plan for you. In fact, 
"everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted," (2 Timothy 3:12). A heart yielded to 
God is one that can be still before Him. 

EDUCATE 

Begin to educate yourself by learning firsthand how it 
feels to be persecuted for Christ and what it takes to 
survive and thrive for Christ. Start diving into the reality 
of Christian persecution by going to websites that tell real 
life stories about the body of Christ all over the world 
that are suffering for their faith. There are many websites 
and publications that offer insight into the lives of 
persecuted believers such as Voice of Christians, Jesus 
for Muslims, Voice of Martyrs, Joshua Project, Open 
Doors and many others. 

ENGAGE 

Become a dear friend and encouragement to persecuted 
Christians to assure them that they are not alone in their 
journey. We stand, work and fight for them. Tell them 
that not only you are praying, but you are willing to care 
for them. 

VOLUNTEER 

Join us in serving the persecuted church by signing up to 
serve alongside us. Use your time, talents and energy to 
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serve the persecuted and make a difference in their lives. 

DONATE 

Meet the need of many persecuted believers through your 
generous giving. Give today and help provide Rescue, 
Refuge and Replenishment. Your gifts help us to provide 
legal aid, discipleship, food, medical supplies, trauma 
care, shelters and much more. You can give one time or 
become a monthly supporter. 

AMBASSADOR 

Take your passion for the persecuted church to the next 
level. Help us to spread awareness, educate the body of 
Christ and serve the persecuted by becoming an 
AMBASSADOR for Christ by starting a small group 
study and/or an outreach group in your own church. 
Bring VOC to your own area of influence. Contact us if 
you are interested to learn more about how you can start 
working practically alongside us by becoming an 
AMBASSADOR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* This concept and further elaboration on P.R.A.Y. is an excerpt and 

inspired by a study on Christian Persecution published in 2018 by Open 
Doors. https://rippleeffectseries.com/sessions/ 



 

 
 
 
Feel free to contact us by using one of the following 
methods:  
 

Visit our website:  
www.voiceofchristians.org 

 
Email, text or write a letter to us if you are interested in 

helping us help those persecuted for Christ. 
 

Mailing Address:  

VOICE OF CHRISTIANS  

150 WRENN DRIVE, #609  

CARY, NC 27512 USA 

 
Phone:  +1 (919) 798-4348 / (919) 706-0065 

     Fax: +1 (919) 267-3080 
 

Send us an email at:  
contact@voiceofchristians.org  
admin@voiceofchristians.org 

 
Wanted to support VOC by Donating: 

 
https://voiceofchristians.org/donate/ 

 

Voice of Christians, is a 501(C)(3) organization. Federal tax 
ID 83-0874356 - Donations are 100% tax deductible.  
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Intake Q & A Forms 
Are you facing persecution or do you wish to support the 
persecuted around the world?  

Fill out the following forms and contact us today. Your    
involvement in this cause can help us encourage and support 
the persecuted. Fill in and mail or email completed forms to us 
with your information and we will respond to your inquiry 
asap. 

FORM FOR THE PERSECUTED INDIVIDUAL 

 

Name: 

Gender: 

Contact No: 

Email Address: 

Number Of Dependents: 

City: 

 Zip: State:  

Country: 

Current Street Address: 



 

 

 
 
 

Type Of Assistance Required 

Legal 

Financial         

Shelter 

Transportation 

Relocation 

Food 

Groceries 

Clothes 

 

               Religion - Past & Present 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

                                                                                            Relation To  
         Name Of Dependent       Age Of Dependent       The Applicant 
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Country of Origin 

 

 
                                                      Nationality 

 

 

 
                          Explain The Type of Persecution / Situation 

 
 
Write below an explanation of circumstances and whether you have 
made contact with any law enforcement agencies or not. If not, 
explain why not. Include contact information of the concerned 
individuals/agencies/organizations.  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 



 

 FORM FOR THOSE WILLING TO SUPPORT  

THE PERSECUTED 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

Type of Support 

Volunteer with VOC 

Legal 

Financial 

Shelter/ Accommodation 

Transportation 

Utilities/ Clothes  

Sponsor Education 

Sponsor Relocation 

Food 

Groceries 

Other – Please explain below: 

Full Name: 

Contact Phone: 

Email Address: 
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     Contact VOC 
 

Reach out to us for more information or assistance: 
 

Mailing Address:  
 

VOICE OF CHRISTIANS  
150 WRENN DRIVE, #609  

CARY, NC 27512 USA 
 

Phone: +1 (919) 798-4348 
Fax: +1 (919) 267-3080 

 
Send us an email at:  

contact@voiceofchristians.org 
admin@voiceofchristians.org 

 

Winstona D. Cole 
Attorney at Law 

Chairperson VOC Board of Directors 
 

Kaleem Javed 
Founder, CEO and Director of operations  

For Voice of Christians 
kjaved@voiceofchristians.org 

info@voiceofchristians.org 
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"He is no fool who gives what he cannot 
keep to gain that which he cannot lose."  

 

Philip James Elliott. 

American Christian missionary who was martyred 
during Operation Auca, an attempt 

to evangelize the Huaorani people of Ecuador.  
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