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God is opening doors in Turkey

A picture of the Zonguldak, VOCʼs headquarter city in Turkey.

Thank you for helping us to partner with the persecuted church in
Turkey!

Our trip to Turkey was nothing short of miraculous. We saw God working. We connected with three
underground churches and many families. It was so humbling to interact with these believers, and
heartbreaking to see even though there are many organizations speaking out against the persecuted
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church almost everyone we met with had no support outside of VOC. The need here is great, and Voice
of Christians is blessed to be able to stand directly with our persecuted brethren.  To read more about
this trip visit page three of this newsletter.

Many of the names in the below articles have been changed to protect the innocent.

Afghanistan

We have added a second contact in the highly dangerous country of Afghanistan. Hanayish is a devout
believer who has come into threat from the Taliban yet continues to serve God spreading the gospel
and teaching believers wherever able. We are deeply grateful to expand our contacts through him and
brother A in Afghanistan. By supporting these contacts we are learning first hand about the enormous
challenges that are happening in Afghanistan now that the Taliban have taken control. Through them
we are able to assist other persecuted believers inside the country.

Malaysia

Our contacts in Malaysia are a family of seven and they have endured great suffering and persecution
due to their faith. The wife is a pashtun muslim who converted to Christianity. We praise God that He
has answered our prayers on their behalf and there are signs of their potential resettlement to their
final destination, and safety.

India

Rachel is still undergoing treatment to repair the damages done in the car accident that
took her dear husband and baby daughter, she has started losing her eyesight due to
the accident as well. Her surviving son Elijah is still being hunted by her family members
who want to take him away from her and raise him as a muslim, and she is trying to hide
from them while recieving medical treatment. Brother Kaleem recently spoke to her and
she cried, asking for our prayers. We are working to develop more contacts in India so
we can be of greater help to the countless Christians like Rachel facing enormous
challenges and persecution because of their faith.

Pakistan

The ministry in Pakistan continues to grow under Godʼs blessing, we have
been able to spread the gospel to Afghan refugees and the churches held
meetings without any conflict this last Easter. THere is a mother and her
young children are staying in one of our shelters as they have fled severe
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hostilities and abuse. VOCʼs partners are not only sheltering the family but assisting with their court
cases.

United States

work continues to improve our website and media outlets/presence - also work is ongoing/continues
on a few documentaries and books on forced conversions and autobiographies.

We are developing connections with local churches to create more awareness of local persecution as
well as global persecution and how the local church can help. This awareness also allows us to provide
our services more readily as many do not know who we are or how we can help shelter and
rehabilitate them here in the US.

Please pray with us as we try to find willing individuals to learn more about what it is we do and speak
out in their local churches and communities as a Voice for Christians.

Trip to Turkey

“Bashira greeted us at the door, ushering us into her tiny apartment with such grace and
kindness. She offered us tea and a delicious cake-like dessert that she had baked while we
talked about her situation. She had very poor eyesight due to her parents being cousins – a
practice common in Islamic cultures, but that had not stopped her from taking care of herself
alone for five years in Turkey.
She had grown up in Iran as a devout Muslim but she had always loved Jesus so much. She

loved to hear stories about him, and she remembered she would always light a candle for him
on his birthday. In Iran she had worked as an English teacher for blind children. Her thirst for
knowing more about Jesus had led her to find a Christian channel on Satellite TV where she
had found Christ through the preaching of the gospel. When her family found out they were very
angry. She told us that while living with her brother he would often get drunk and become very
angry with her. One day he attacked her with a knife. When she threatened to call the police he
told her he would call the police instead. Reporting her for being a Christian was more deadly
than accusing someone of attempted homicide, so she fled the country, fearing for her life.
Coming to Turkey illegally she began the process to legalize herself through the courts to
become a legal refugee. However all three of her attempts were
unsuccessful.
When someone tries to get refugee status they have three chances

to receive it. If they do not get the approval on the third time they will
be deported back to their home country. This is a very dangerous
position to be in, but it is especially dangerous for Bashira because
her picture had been taken by a reporter and it was shown in Iranian
news that she was a Muslim to Christian convert. Returning to Iran
was a death sentence for her. Now she sits before us in her
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apartment smiling and telling us of her deep love for Jesus, fully knowing that she could be
taken from her apartment and sent to Iran to be killed.
We stood around her keyboard and listened to her sing praises to God. She played the piano

beautifully, even though her only lessons had been through Youtube. My heart broke for this
lovely Christian woman who had a heart of the purest gold, her life seemed so dark and
hopeless and yet she was a light and inspiration to us. Tears rolling down my face, I did my best
to hold the camera still while recording her lovely songs of praise. One cannot describe the
beauty we saw in that room that day, no grand cathedral or masterful painting could compare to
the glorious beauty of that sweet, nearly blind woman who had placed her hope in the Christ
that she was so in love with.”

Bashira with the VOC team a�er sharing her testimony

This is one story of the many stories we are documenting from our trip to Turkey. We met in the homes
of these believers, and visited underground churches. We talked to a pastor who told us the tale of
hearing the man running behind him get shot as they fled the police hunting them, another pastor told
us about using their short phone calls to receive scripture until they were able to write out almost the
entire Bible in notebooks to pass around in prisons. A young mother told us how she had climbed
mountains, and crossed tiny goat paths where many people had fallen and died with her 3 year old son
to escape to Turkey and the severe persecution she faced as a Christian in her country, and then she
told us how the schools in Turkey where trying to indoctrinate her son to be a muslim. The stories were
unbelievably tragic, but the overwhelming presence of God was there.

The love these people had for Jesus was incredible, but so was there desire for Christian fellowship.
Some of these churches were the only group of believers in their city, many felt isolated and alone. It is
our desire that no Christian ever feels alone, whether in prison, a strange country everyone should
know that their brothers and sisters in Christ stand with them. These people welcomed us so warmly,
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and brought us in as if we were their blood relatives. The Holy Spirit worked in miraculous ways there,
it was truly a life-changing experience.

Our partner in ministry Shahin and his wife Lili are doing incredible work with the local church in
Zonguldak as well as with their counseling ministry “Listening Ear”. They have already opened many
doors for Voice of Christians and we are excited to have them as the new Operational Manager for
Turkey and Iran.

From le� to right Pastor Michael, Shahin (Operational Manager TK, IR), Lili, Jonathan (Operational Manager US), Kaleem (CEO)

A Note from the CEO

“Saved to suffer" is not exactly a pleasant concept.  It may even cause some people to question why
even God will let this happen or think negatively about God.  But Scripture shows us that God has a
reason for permitting this to happen in the world during the course of our earthly lives. The apostle
Peter has a lot to say about persecution in his letter. 1 Peter 4:12 could be seen as a prophecy of the
coming Roman persecutions of the Christian Church. However, itʼs applicable to all Christians, so the
Church today should be prayerfully ready for the sufferings. We see persecution happening all around
the globe and Christians are being targeted for their faith. Today Believers are facing all forms of
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opression: slander, reproach, mockery, scorn, put-downs, cut-downs, verbal abuse, social ostracism,
torture, and in many cases even martyrdom.

Team VOC recently visited a few persecuted, underground Churches . We very quickly realized that
persecuted Christians have come to know more of the reality of the presence of God.  Their
relationship becomes much deeper and more intimate than those living in prosperity.  Itʼs like the
connection between two soldiers going through the thick of battle together.  Their relationship will be
much closer than a "peacetime" friendship. Persecution has a purifying effect on the Church.
Throughout history the Church has not only survived during times of persecution, but itʼs been
purified and multiplied.

Friends, we have the privilege of growing our relationship with the Lord by connecting with and
praying for the persecuted Church. My dear readers, as your brother in Christ, I encourage you to get
involved. If you have questions or want to learn more about how you can support, feel free to write to
us or visit https://voiceofchristians.org/

In His love,

Your brother Kaleem
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